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FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 
(Continued from page [95.]}) 





Universality of the Atonement Proved. 


‘If we receive the witness of 
men, the witness of God is grea- 
ter ; for this is the witness of 
God, which he hath testified of 
his Son. He that believeth on 
the Son of God, hath the witness 
in himself; he that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar, be- 
cause he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life; and 
this life is in his Son.” 1. John 
v. 9—11. “ For when God 
made promise to Abraham, be- 
cause he could swear by no grea- 
ter, he sware by himself.—For 
men verily swear by the grea- 
ter, and an oath for confirma- 
tion is to them an end of all 
strife. Wherein God willing 
more abundantly to show unto 
the heirs of promise the immu- 
tability of his counsel, confirm- 
ed it by an oath; that by two 
immutable things, in which it 
was impossible for God to lie, 
Wwe might have a strong conso- 
lation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set 
hefore us.” Heb. vi., &c. What 
is that hope? Ans. The pro- 


misesof God. That in the sced 
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of Abraham, which, says an 
apostle, is Christ, ad/ the nations 
families, and kindreds of the 
earth shall be blessed. ‘“ And 
we have seen, and do testify, 
that the Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the worLD— 
1 John iv. 14.—Behdld the 
Lamb of God, which taketh 
away thesin of the worLp. John 
1. 29. For the bread of God is 
he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth Lire unto 
the worLD, vi. 33. And if any 
man hear my words, and believe 
not, I judge him not: for I came 
noT to judge the worLD, but to 
save the worRLDbD, xii.47. For 
God so loved the worLp, that he 
gave his only begotteu Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him, 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. For God sent not 
his Son into the wor tp to con- 
demn the wor.Lp, but that the 
WORLD through him might be 
SAVED. iii. 16. 17. Now we be- 


_ lieve, not because of thy saying ; 


for we have heard ourselves, 
and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Saviour of the 
WORLD, iv. 42. God was in 
Christ reconciling the woRLD Un= 
to himself, unto imputing their 
trespasses unto them, 2 Cor. 
v. 19. If any man sin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, 
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Jesus Christ the righicous : And 
he is the propitiation for our 
sins ; and not for ours only, but 
also for the WHOLE worLD! 1. 
John ii. 1, 2. All the ends of the 
WORLD shall remember, and 
{urn unto the Lord ; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee, for the 
kingdom is the Lord’s, and he ts 
the Governor among the nations 
Ps. xxii. 27. The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; 
the worLp, and they that dwell 
therein. xxiv..1.’This is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came tnto the world to save sin- 
ners, of whom I am chief. 1 Tim. 
i, 15. The kingdoms of this 
WORLD are become the king- 
doms ot our Lord. and of his 
Christ, and he shail reign for 
ever and ever. Rev. xi. 15. Say 
among the heathen, the Lord 
reigneth; the WoRLD also shall 
be established that it shall not 
be moved ; he shall judge the 
people righteously. Let the 
heavens rejoice, and let the 
carth be glad ; let the sea roar, 
and the fulness thereof. Let 
the field be joyful, and all that 
is therein; then shall all the 
trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord : for he cometh, for he 
cometh to judge the earth; he 
shall judge the world with righ- 
teousness ; and the people with 
his truth.” Ps. xcvi. 10—153. 
These testimonies declare, that 
the atonement of Christ is for 
the world. Not one word is said 
about the elect. 

I will now quote, and com- 
pare every passage where it is 
said Christ came to save and 
die for the ELEcT! And behold, 
‘there is not ONE! NO! not so 
much as one solitary passage, 
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‘ to prop the tottering fabric of 
gloomy Calvanism ! 

But the word chosen is suy- 
|} posed to be a convertible term. 
Beitso. Weare willing to give 
every advantage consistently 
with truth, and let Calvinism 
make one more struggle, before 
it descends to the the tomb of 
the Capulets.”? We read at Ps. 
XXXili. 11—15. ** The counsel 
of the Lord standeth for ever, 
the thoughts of his heart to all 
generations. Blessed is the na- 
tion whose God is the Lord, the 
people he hath cHoseEn for his 
tnheriiance. The Lord looketh 
down from heaven ; he behol- 
deth all the sons ofmen. From 
the place of his habitation he 
looketh upon all the inhabitants 
of the earth. He fashioneth 
their hearts alike ; he consider- 
eth all their works.’”? Who is 
this blessed nation? Ans. (Deut. 
vii. 6—8.) * For thou art ax 
holy people unte the Lord thy 
God: the Lord thy God hath 
chosen thee to be a special peo- 
ple unto himself, above all peo- 
ple that are upon the face of the 
earth. The Lord did not set 
his love upon you,-nor chose you, 
because ye were more in num- 
ber than any people; (for ye 
were the fewest of all people ;) 
but because the Lord loved you, 
and because he would keep his 
oath which he had sworn unte 
your fathers, hath the Lord 
brought you ought with a migh- 
ty hand, and redeemed you out 
of the house of bondmen, from 
the hand of Pharoah king of 








Egypt.” Again, Who hath God 
chosen for his inheritance? Ps. 
ii. 7. 8. “ I will declare the de- 
cree; The Lord hath said unto 
me, Thou my Son, this day 








have I begotten thee. Asko 
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me, and I shali give the heathen 
thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth thy pos- 
session.””? Again, ** Lo, children 
are the heritage of the Lord; 
and the fruit of the womb 2s his 
reward.’ Ps. cxxvii. 3. There is 
no declaration that the Lord 


Jesus Christ died for the chosen. 


The elect and chosen, according 
to Calvin’s logic, are in a very 
bad case. For none are to be 
gaved but those for whom CUbrist 
died, and he died only for the 
elect and the chosen, and the 
Scriptures no where say that 
Christ died for them! If Christ 
died for the elect alone, and ex- 
clusively, we ask for proof. 
Be so good as to produce one 
testimony—we ask for only one! 
We are willing te be accommo- 
dating. But we must have one 
certainly. ‘his isa sine qua 
non. On the other hand—If 
Christ did noé die for the non-elect 
give us proof of the fact. This 
is a very important question. 
The Scriptures, which are ex- 
plicit on every thing else, will 
afford abundant testimony to 
prove this if true ! therefore pro- 
duce one we ask for only one tes- 
timony, to prove that Christ 
did not die for the worid, whom 
you contend are the non-elect ! 

We appeal to the consciences 
ofall men, and ask, is not this 
granting every indulgence? 
Would you be willing to sur- 
render your money, which is pe- 
rishable, and of trifling conse- 
quence, without testimony, 
when you had numerous testimo- 
ules to prove your title to it? 
and will you give up, at the first 
summons, your future, and the 
endless welfare of your souls, 
and the character and goodness 
of your heavenly Father, with- 
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out testimony ? Pause before 
you decide. We repeat it—we 
must have testimony ; and we 
tell you, that you never can pro- 
duce it ! 

The word PREDESTINATE is 
supposed to be a convertible 
term with elect &c. This word 
occurs twice. Rom. vill. 29, 30. 
‘For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first- 
born among many brethren.— 
Morover, whom he did predes- 
tinate, them he also called; and 
whom he called, them he also 
justified ; and whom he justi- 
fied. them he also glorified.” 

The word PREDESTINATED 
occurs twice. Eph. 1. 5—11. 
Having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of childrenby Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to 
the good pleasure of his will.” 
1ith ver. “* In whom we have 
obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the 
purpose of him, who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his 
own will.” What is the counsel 
of his own will? The two pre- 
ceding verses inform us. ** Ha- 
ving made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he 
had purposed in himself ; That 
in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times, he might gather 
together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in hea- 
ven, and which are on earth, 
even in him.” If itis objected, 
in this passage, that ail does not 
mean all, but only a part, (and 
we beg pardon for introducing 
this disagreeable word, we hav- 
ing intended to substantiate the 
truth, if possible, without intro- 
ducing it) then we shall expect 
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the objector to inform us what 
is to be done with that part 
which is not gathered together 
in Christ ? and caution him not 
to take a part of those in heaven, 
and damn them for non-elect, 
for it will occupy too much time 
for him to explain how these 
non. elect found their way into 


‘heaven in the first place, and be 


very difficult to prove, that if a 
part of the non-elect go to hea- 
ven, the residue will not get 
there likewise. We hope this 
will be remembered ! 

The reader will be so good as 
to notice, that we have omitted 
numerous passages which go to 
prove the salvation of all men, 
and have confined ourselves 
principally to the passages 
which do not contain that, in 
these modern days, very equivo- 
cal and offensive word aii, Our 
motive for this is obvious. The 
passage quoted apply directly to 
the subject under discussion, 
the extent, not the efficacy, of 
the atonement of Christ. On 
these passages, we are willing 
to rest the cause we advocate. 

it was our intention, after 
enumerating the passages which 
declare that Christ died for the 
world, to have varied the phrase- 
ology, and substituted the word 
worid, for the word elect, in those 
passages which declared that 
Christ died for the elect, and vice 
versa; but, unfortunately for our 
opponent's hypothesis, there be- 
ing no passage of the kind to be 
found in the Scriptures, we are 
obliged to forego the pleasure of 
this accommodation. 

There are no less than 14 de- 
clarations, exclusive of 4 from 
the Old Testament, that the 
atonement of Christ is for the 
world. Is it possible that inspi- 


pled by 








ration can deceive and equivo- 
cate in this manner, and write 
the word world 18 times, and in 
every instance not mean the 
world, but mean something else? 
And this when it is declared, 
‘*To the law and the testimony, 
if you speak not according to the 
things written in the book, it is, 
because there is no light in you!” 
Is it speaking according to the 
things written in the book, to al- 
ter and take from the book alto. 
gether? We appeal to the con- 
sciences of all men! We ask 
you, By what authority you do 
these things? Give us’ a thus 
saith the Lord for these things, 
for we give in evidence, the oath 
of Jehovah, “ Look unto me and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth; for I am God, and none 
else. I have sworn by myself, 
the word has gone out of my 
mouth, righteousness, and shall 
not return, That unto me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear, surely shall say, 
in the Lord have I righteousness 
and strength ; to him shall come; 
and all that are incensed against 
him shall be ashamed. In the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israel 
be justified, and shall glory.” 
Isaiah xlv. 22——25. 

N.B. Let it be remembered, 
that the words we have omitted 
which are found in the English 
translation of the Bible, are sup- 
the translators. And 
that all the words printed im 
italics, in the Old and New Tes- 
taments, are gratuitous, and not 
to be found in the original co- 
pies! 

For a definition of the word 
kosmos, translated world, see 
CORNELU SCHREVELU LEXI 
CON. KOZMOS, 38, 5, homines uni- 
versi, &c. There are but two al- 











ternatives—either admit the word 
Losmos, &c. means homines uni- 
yersi, mankind universally, or it 
only means a part (one distinct 
aad exclusive part) of Adam’s 
race. If it means all, the ques- 
tion is settled for ever! If it 
means a part, the question is, 
WHat PART? Now we, on this 
cround, declare, that the non- 
elect are alone and exclusively 
alluded to; and we shall prove 
this from the Scriptures, accord- 
ing to the understanding and 
conclusions of our opponents! 
See John xvii. 16. ‘They are 
not of the world, (kosmou) even 
as - am not of the world,” 
(kosmou.) ‘That is, say they, the 
elect—the sheep, the chosen, &c. ! 
Be it so. We have produced 
FOURTEEN positive and une- 
quivocal declarations, that Christ 
came, died, and redeemed the 
WORLD. Kosmos!!! Now, we 
Say, you are destroyed by your 
own premisses. ou have fallen 
into the pit you digged for others! 
What can you do with your pre- 
misses, and their conclusions? 
Either acknowledge, like honest 
men, your mistake and folly ; or, 
like brave men, dare to face us 
beyond the ramparts of your own 
pulpits, secured from reply by 
the civil law, and defended by 
the ignorance which your miscon- 
structions has generated, and 


planted for bulwarks around 
you! 


THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 
ILLUSTRATED. 


That God has elected, chosen, 
ordained, (i. e. appointed) or set 
apart some part of mankind, to 
the temporary seclusion of the 
residue, is a truth as plainly 
and emphatically taught in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New 
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Testaments, as any doctrine 
therein contained, or position 
advanced. Men have generally 
cone upon extremes in this busi- 
ness. They have either denied 
the doctrine altogether, in fact 
or in form, or, taking afew terms 
from the Scriptures for the ground 
of their premisses, they have 
erected, of their own invention, 
a superstructure, which sets eve- 
ry natural and rational principle 
at defiance, and libels and_ blas- 
phemes the character of the only 
living and true God, by ascribing 
to him attributes, and accusing 
him of intentions and purposes, 
which would be a foul stigma, 
even if attributed and charged to 
the devil, the adversary of God 
and man. 

The true Scripture doctrine of 
ELECTION is honourable to God, 
and consolatory toman, Itisa 
brief exhibition of the beneficent 
purposes of the universal Friend, 
Father, and Benefactor of the 
world. God's motive is explain- 
ed, when the doctrine is under- 
stood; and the recipient of this 
divine knowledge, from being a 
trembling slave to error, is ad- 
vanced to the freedom of the gos- 
pel, and, by anticipation, enjoys 
the happiness which awaits him, 
and all his brethren, kosmos, the 
whole family of man! “ For all 
things are yours; whether Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, (kosmos) or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to 
come; ALL are yours; and ye 
are Christ's, and Christ zs God’s!” 
1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. (Quere. What 
is left for the devil?) ‘‘ I would 
have you know, that the head of 
every manis Christ.” xi. 3. 

The elect are represented as 


first fruits. The AFTER fruits, 


of necessity, are the non-elect. 
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Proof. ‘Uhis figure is borrowed 
from the Jewish economy. Num. 
xviii. 12—17. ‘All the best 
of the oil, and all the best of the 
wine, and of the wheat, the first- 
fruits of them, which they shall 
offer unto the Lord, them have 
I given thee. And whatsoever 
is first ripe in the land, which 
they shall bring unto the Lord, 
shall be thine : every one that is 
clean in thine house shall eat of 
it. Every thing devoted in Is- 
rae] shall be thine. Every thing 
that openeth the matrix in all 
flesh, which they bring unto the 
Lord, whether it be of men or 
beasts, sliall be thine: neverthe- 
less the first-born of man shalt 
thou surely redeem, and the first- 
ling of unclean beasts shalt thou 
redeem. And those that are to 
be redeemed, from a month old 
shalt thon redeem, according to 
thine estimation, for the money 
of five shekels, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary, which is twenty 
grains, But the firstling of a 
cow, or the firstling of a sheep, 
or the firstlng of a goat, thou 
shalt not redeem, they are holy : 
thou shalt sprinkle their blood 
upon the altar, and shalt burn 
their fat for an offering made by 
fire, for a sweet savour unto the 
Lord.” Let it be understood, 
that Aaron, as a priest under the 
law, was a type of Christ, our 
Priest. Remember, that the first- 
ling .of the cow, sheep and goat 
are declared to be holy, and were 
not redeemed! ‘The firstling of 
unclean beasts, and the first-born 
of man were redeemed. Ue it 
also remembered, that the goat, 
whom the Calvinist sends to his 
hell, as unclean and unholy, is 
declared by God to be holy!!! 
And Paul declares, (Rom. xi. 
10.) “For if the first-fruit be 
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holy, the lump is also holy: and 
if the root be holy, so are the 
branches!’ Leviticus, xxiii, 10, 
22. ‘Speak unto the children 
of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye be come into the land 
which I give unto you, and shall 
reap the harvest thereof, then 
ye shall bring a sheaf of the first- 
fruits of your harvest unto the 
priest; and when ye reap the 
harvesé of your land, thou shalt 
not make clear riddance of the 
corners of thy field when thou 
reapest, neither shalt thou ga. 
ther any gleaning of thy harvest; 
thou shalt leave them unto the 
poor, and to the stranger: I an 
the LorD your God.” The first. 
fruits were offered as an earnest 
of, and in gratitude for the after- 
fruits, the harvest. The figure, 
to agree with Calvinism, should 
describe the husbandman, after 
offering the first ripe ears to the 
Lord, as frantie with holy fury, 
and instead of gathering his har- 
vest, when ripe, and after him 
the gleaners going into the field, 
that nothing may be (ost, scat- 
tering firebrands and destroying 
all that remained. The jist- 
fruits were chosen or elected by 
God, and offered in the temple. 
The efter-fruits could not be of- 
fered, because they were not 
ripe! And unless it can be shown 
how the ofter-fruits could be of- 
fered as an earnest of the first, 
&c. no reason can be offered why 
the afier-fruits are not as ac- 
ceptable and useful as the jirst. 
We again repeat, ‘“‘ If the jirst- 
fruit be holy, the lump (the whole 
harvest) is also holy.” The first- 
fruits are the elect, the harvest 
the non-elect. Will our Calvinis- 
tic brethren be good enough to 
prove, that the first-fruits are, 
alone, wheat, and all the residus 
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of the harvest CHAFF! When 
this is done, it will be proved, 
that the Israelites offered their 
wheat to the LorD, and eat the 
chaff!!! Please to remember 
this! And likewise, please to 
remember, that the offering con- 
sisted of a homer, (about three 
pints) of grain, which, according 
to Calvin’s logic, was all the 
wheat the Israelites could raise, 
the residue of their crop being 
CHALF! 

Christ is emphatically the 
Elect of God. Isaiah xli. 1—4. 
‘Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold; mine elect, in whom my 
soul delighteth: I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in 
the street. A bruised reed shall 
he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall he not quench: he shall 
bring forth judgment unto truth. 
He shall not fail nor be discour- 
aged, till he have set judgment 
im the earth: and the isles shall 
wait for his law.” The 6th and 
7th verses are a complete illus- 
tration of the doctrine of elec- 
tion. “I the Lord have called 
thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of 
the Gentiles; to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
frem the prison, them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison-house.” 
This is the purpose of God, as 
explained by Paul, Ephes. i. 9, 
10. “Having made known unto 
ns the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in him- 
self; that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might 
gather together in ene all things 
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in Christ, both which are in hea- 
ven, and which are on earth, 
even in him.” , 

The Jews, as a nation, were 
elected. (See our quotation from 
Deut. p. 98, col. 2.) ‘They are 
called ‘“‘a holy people—chosex 
to bea special people—the Lory 
loved them,” &c. Jer. xii. 7, &. 
‘*T have forsaken mine house, i 
have left mine heritage; 1 have 
given the dearly beloved of my 
soul into the hand of her ene- 
mies. My heritage is unto me 
as a lion in the forest; it crieth 
out against me; therefore have 1 
HATED it!” Mal. i. 2,3. “I 
have loved you, saith the orb, 
Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou 
loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother? saith the Lord: yet £ 
loved Jacob, and 1 hated Esau, 
and laid his mountains and his 
heritage waste for the dragons 
of the wilderness.” Rom. ix. 11. 
“For the children being not yet 
born, neither having done good 
or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, 
not of works, but of him that 
calleth, it was said unto her, the 
elder shall serve the younger. As 
it is written, Jacob have tf leved, 
but Esau have I hated.”’* xi. 
28. ‘As concerning the gospe/, 
they (Esau, a type of the Jews) 
are ENEMIES for your (Jacob, 
the type ofthe Gentiles) sakes: 
but as touching the election, they 
(Esau, the Jews,) ave BELOVED 
for the fathers’ sakes.” See the pa- 
rable of the prodigal son, Lukexy, 
Consider the younger son (Ja- 
cob) the Gentiles—the elder. 
Esau, (the Jews.) Now read 
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* See Luke xiv. 26, ‘* And if any man come 
to me, and hate not his father,” &c. Please 
to be uniform in your qualification of this 
word. Thompson’s Classica! ‘Tl ransiation 
renders this word “ slighted.” 
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Rom. ii. xi. 25—36. “For I 
would not, brethren, that you 
should be ignorant of this mys- 
tery, (lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits,) that blind- 
ness in part is happened to Is- 
rael, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. And so 
ALL Israel shali be saved; as it 
is written, There shall come out 
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Ja- 
cob. For this is my covenant 
unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins. As concerning 
the gospel, they are enemies for 
your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for 
the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts 
and calling of God are without 
repentance. Jor as ye in times 
past have not believed God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through 
their unbelief; even so have these 
also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also 
may obtain mercy. For God 
hath concluded them ALL in un- 
belief, that might have mercy 
upon ALL. O the depth of the 
RICHES both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, 
and his wavs past finding out! 
Yor who hath known the mind 
of the Lord? or who hath been 
his counsellor? Or who hath first 
given to Him, and it shall be re- 
compensed unto him again? For 
OF Him, and THROUGH 
Him, and TO Him, are ALL 
things; TO whom be GLORY 
rOR EVER, Amen.” 

Reader, what do you under- 
siand by the words ‘blindness 
in part,” and “so ALL Israel 
shall be saved,” means? Is not 
‘ie word ‘ part” used as a con- 
vertible term for non-elect? and 
“ALL Israel” for both elect and 








non-elect ? If you say no! please 
to answer—Are the elect blind. 
ed! Do they remain blind untij 
the fulness of the Gentiles he 
come in? Reader, are you a Cal. 
vinist? ,What can you do with 
this passage? How will you twist 
it, to get by it? But more of this 
hereafter. Please to recollect the 
declaration of Christ, “‘ The first 
shall be dast, and the /ast FIRst.” 
The Jews were first chosen un- 
der the law, and during the dis- 
pensation of types and shadows 
the Gentiles were hated, or 
slighted. Now the Jast, the 
Gentiles are chosen, and are 
jirst. ‘As concerning the gos- 
pel, they, Esau, the Jews, the 
first-born, are cast off, and s/ight- 
ed. "They, in their dispersed 
and slighted state, are living, 
and incontestable evidences of 
the truth of the Scriptures, and 
the Gentiles “now obtain mercy 
through their unbelief.” 

The purpose of God according 
to election, is attested by Paul, 
who was inspired from above 
with wisdom, and Paul declares 
God’s purpose to be merciful, 
not to the e/ect alone, and in con- 
tradistinction to the residue of 
mankind, but to all! We have 
seen that Christ is emphatically 
the Elect of God. The purpose 
as expressed in the quotation 
from Isa. xlii. is to open the. 
blind eyes.” ‘‘Who are so blind 
as unbelievers? ‘To bring out 
the prisoners from the prison; 
them that sit in darkness from 
the prison-house.” Who are these! 
Not believers; for they see, and 
rejoice in God their Saviour! 
But they are those who are sp 
ken of in Rom. xi. 7, & 
“What then? Israel hath not 
obtained that which he seeketh 
for; (justification, or righteous 
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ness by works, under the law,) 
but the election hat obtained it, 
and the rest were blinded,”? &c. 
Christ, the Elect of God, will 
open their blind eyes, unstop 
their deaf ears, and, in his own 
good time, subdue all unto him- 
self, and ** God be all in all.” 

‘hrist, (John xvii. 20, 21.) 
praying for his chosen and elect, 
assigns areason which Calva- 
nists are very unwilling to re- 
cognize. ** Neither pray I for 
them alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me 
through their word ; that they 
may be one; as thou Father, in 
me, and I in thee, that they al- 
so may be one in us; that the 
WORLD may BELIEVE that 
thou hast sent me?’ The reason 
assigned by Christ, for praying 
for his chosen and elect, is, 
that the world may beleve,”’ 
&c. The world, Kosmos, ap- 
pears to have been his peculiar 
care and fourteen unequivocal 
declarations testify that he 
came to save, (restore) the world 
—Kosmos, all men! Can lan- 
guage be stronger? Reader, we 
appeal to you. Ponder these 
things. 

The calling of Saul of Tar- 
sus, to the apostleship, isa far- 
ther illustration of this truth. 
Acts ix. 15. But the Lord 
said unto him, Go thy way ; for 
he is a chosen vessel unto me. 
(What is he chosen to? or elect- 
ed for?) to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and Kings, and 
the children of Israel.’? Not 
elected to heaven, to the exclu- 
sion of others ; but to preach to 
Jew and Gentile, whether elect 
or non-elect ! 

This subject is farther illus- 
trated by Paul, who preached 
inclear and expressive terms, 

YoOL. I. 
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the purpose of God, in his Epis- 
tles to the Romans and to the 
Ephesians. Rom. vill. 28. “*And 
we know that ail things work 
together for good to them that 
are called according to his pur- 


pose.” Do ail things work to- 


gether for good, to them whe 
are called according to Calvin’s 
purpose? Reader, are you a 
father, or a mother? is it good 
in your estimation, to know that 
your children are to groan in 
endless, and inexpressible 
wretchedness ? If you call this 
good; what, we ask, will you 
calldad? Paul continues—* For 
whom he did forknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conform- 
ed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the first-born among 
many brethren.”? What is the 
amage of the Son ? Col. iii. 10. 11. 
‘“¢ And have put on the new man 
which is renewed in knowledge. 
(I would have you know that 
the head of every man is Christ.” 
1, Cor. xi. 3.) after the image 
of him. that created him ; (§ God 
is Love !”) where there is neith- 
er Greek nor Jew, circumcision 
nor uncircumcision, barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free, but 
Christ all, and in all!!! 
Search creation through, and a 
contrast cannot be produced, so 
great and palpable as the con- 
trast here presented to our 
view, between the glorious pur- 
pose of God, and the heart- 
Withering doctrines of Calvin- 
ism ! The facts are too notori- 
ous to need exemplification.— 
How often are our ears assailed 
with the dogma of personal ho- 
liness—our feelings outraged to 
hear that holiness defined, and a 
hardness of heart, and insen- 
sibility boasted of, which would 
blacken, with fresh odium, the 
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characters of Nero and Caligu- 
la? Reader, you shall be the 
evidence in this case. You shall 
whee to the many declara- 
tions which have fallen from the 
lips of Calvin’s and Hopkins’s 
disciples—their acknowledg- 
ments that their own children 
and dearest relatives, friends 
and connexions, will be endless- 
Jy excluded from heaven and 
from happiness—that they 
viewed this exclusion, and this 
misery, with perfect calmness 
—Calmness, did I say? Nay, 
that the time was coming, when 
they would sound the loud Amen 
to the undescribable torments of 
the children of their own body, 
and thank and praise God, and 
shout for their interminable dam- 
nation. Let recollection be 
faithful to her trust. Let me- 
mory, the sentinel of your ob- 
servation, sound the alarm, 
while you view, in all their 
blackness, the reiterated asse- 
verations of these worshippers 
at Calvin’s shrine! Look, then, 
at the following. Read it, as 
you would read a pardon when 
death stood at the portal; and 
treasure it up in your remem- 
brance, as you would treasure 
the truths of Heaven! “ Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, BOWELS 
OF MERCIES, KINDNESS, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, 
tong-suffering,”’ &c. Reader, if 
you are a Calvinist, or a Hop- 
kinsian, answer—Do you “ put 
on as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kind- 
ness,’ &c. when you declare 
that you will sound the loud 
Amen to the endless misery of 
your children and dearest con- 
nexions? If you answer Yes! 
Please to inform me what kind 














of an Amen you would sound, if 
you were to put on bowels of 
cruelties and hatred? If I were 


your child, 1 should prefer your 


cruelty and hatred to your bow- 
els of mercies and kindness. f 
you consign your friends to end- 
less wretchedness, when you 
are merciful aad kind, heaven 
only knows what you would do 
in another frame of mind | 
Worse you could not do. If there 
were any change in your dispo- 
sition, it would, of necessity be 
for the better!!! 

N. B. Christ died for his ene. 
mics Rom. v. 7. 8. * Forscarce- 
ly for a righteous man will one 
die ; yet peradventure fora good 
man some would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth His 
Love towards us in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” 

Again. The reader will please 
to notice the very peculiar 
phraseology of Paul. (Rom viii. 
29.) For whom he did fore- 
know, he also did peredestinate 
to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, (What for? Why was 
this done? Ans.) that he might 
be the first-born among many 
brethren.”? Are the many breth- 
ren those, whom Paul says he 
foreknew? If so, then many 
brethren are jirst-fruits ! If this 
is not admitted, it follows that 
they who were foreknown, are 
to be the first-born among many 
brethren ! Then it follows, that 
there are many brethren who 
are not first-born, or of the first- 
fruits !!! Reader, if you are 4 
Calvinist, we ask you, what 
will you do with this testimony, 
which destroys Calvinism, root 
and branch? Calvinists declare, 
quoting “ many are called, but 

few are chosen,” that only the 
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chosen few will be saved ! Paul 
preaches a different doctrine. 
He makes the ‘ called many,” 
the recipients of mercy, the 
‘* creation,” he says, *‘ shall be 
delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, into the glorious hi- 
berty of the children of God !”’ 
Paul continues—** Moreover, 
whom he did predestinate, them 


he also called; and whom he cal- 


ledthem he also justified; and 
whom he justified, them healso 
glorified. ‘The context is ex- 
planatory. See 20—23 verses. 
‘For the creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reason of him who hath 
subjected in hope. Because the 
creature itself also shall be de- 
livered from the bendage of 
corruption into the glorious li- 
berty of the children of God. 
For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together until now ; and 
not only they, but ourselves al- 
so, Which have the first-fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our body.”’ Reader, 
this same Paul says, “I would 
have you know that the Head of 
every man is Christ. For as the 
body is one, and hath many mem- 
bers, and ail the members of that 
one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. For 
by one Spirit are we all baptiz- 
ed into one body, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, whether bond or 
free ; and have all been made 
to drink into one Spirit.” 1 Cor. 
xii. You will observe, that 
those mentioned in the 23d. v. as 
having the frst-fruits of the 
Spirit are delivered, and are, by 
knowledge, the children of God. 
In contradistinction to those 


7 








Appeal to the World. 107 


who have the frst-fruits, is the 
creature mentioned in the 2ist. 
vy. whom Paul says * shall be 
delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious li- 
berty of the children of God.” 
You will, likewise, please to 
recollect, that the word, in the 
original, translated creature in 
the 20th and 2ist. verses, 1s 
Kiisis, and is the same which is 
translated creation in the 22d 
verse! he reason for the grvan- 
ing of those who have the /rst- 
fruits of the Spirit, and are, in 
consequence, ‘*delivered into 
the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God,” is, because they 
are taught, by that Spirit, that 
all men are brethren, and mem- 
bers of the body of Christ, the 
common head. ‘Therefore, they, 
‘‘ being members one of an- 
other,’ cannot say, as Paul ob- 
serves to the Corinthians—* If 
the foot shall say, Because I am 
not the hand, E- am not of the 
body ; is it therefore not of the 
body ? And whether one mem- 


‘ber suffer, all the members suf- 


fer with it; or one member be 
honoured, all the members re- 


joice with it.” (See 1 Cor. xii.) * 


‘The happiness of each, is abse- 
lutely necessary for the happi- 
ness of a/l—and the happiness 
of all, is necessary for the hap- 
piness of each! Every man, 
therefore, who is tavght by the 
Spirit of God, which is LOVE! 
will, like the apostle, groan 
within himself, waiting for the 
adoption, fo wit, the redemption 
of our body.”? Not my body ! 
Like the disciples of Calvin, go 
to heaven my-self, and when £ 
get safe laugh and shout at the 
miseries of countless millions!!! 
Thess are TRUTHS ! And they 
shall be told, if the stake—the 
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scaffold—or the halter, be the 
price of telling them! For [am 
persuaded, that neither death nor 
fife, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor DEPTH, (“For 
great is thy mercy towards me, 
and thou hast deliveved my soul 
from the LOWEST hell.” Ps. 
Ixxxvi.) nor any other creature, 
(the devil canont) shall be able 


to separate us from the love of 


God, which is in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord.” HaLietuyanu! 

If any further illustration of 
this is necessary, we have it, 
clear as the noonday sun, in 
Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians; 
‘‘Having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, (How? In 
what manner!) according to the 
good pleasure of his will.” Let 
it be remembered, that this pre- 
destination is according to the 
good pleasure of God’s will.— 
Paul continues—“ To the praise 
of the glory of his grace (remem- 
ber, it is not on account of our 
good works or faith, or any thing 
that we have done, or can do. 
Arminians, look at this. And 
Calvinists who send men to their 
hell for want of good works, may 
look also,) wherein he hath made 
us accepted in the beloved; in 
whom we have redemption (there 
is no redeeming power in our- 
selves) through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace, wherein 
he hath abounded toward us in 
all wisdom and prudence; (how 
is this abounding !—Hear—) Ha- 
ving made known unto us the mys- 
tery (secret) of his. will, accord- 
ing to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself; 
(now the apostle is telling the 








mystery Of God’s will, his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in 
himself, Hear ye him.) That in 
the dispensation of the fulness of 
times;* he might gather toge. 
ther in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, in him” 
This is the mystery of Gud’s 
will, which the apostle says is 
made known, and which he de- 
clares is his good pleasure. Com- 
pare this with the Ist Epistle to 
‘Timothy i. where, after exihort- 
ing ‘Timothy ts pray for ai! men, 
he declares that ‘this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour, who will have 
all men to be saved,” &c. and of 
“ Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a ransom tor all, to be testified, 
in due time.” The purpose, will, 
and good pleasure of God, is the 
salvation of all men, and the 
gathering together in one all 
things in Christ! Paul conti- 
nues—‘ In whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the 


purpose of him whe worketh all 


things after the counsel of his own 
will.” Reader, what is the pur- 


pose of him, who werketh all 


things after the counsel of his 
own will? Will you believe Paul, 
or John Calvin’? Paul says, that 
the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he 
hath purposed in himself,” %, 
“that in the dispensation of the 


fulness of times, he might gather 


together in one all things im 
Christ,” &c. Ged’s will, there- 
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*There were dispensations previous (© 
the Mosaic dispensation. ‘The Mosaic dis- 
pensation ended, when the Gospel dispens?~ 
tion commenced. The dispensation of the 
fulness of times, must be a dispensation 
when all times shall end, and a dispense 
tion differet from any before, will then 
commence; 
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fore, and good pleasure is, the 
salvation of all in Christ. And 
Paul declares, that he is predes- 
tinated according to this pur- 
pose, &c. Paul continues— 
“That we should be to the 
praise of his glory who first 
trusted in Christ; in whom ye 
also trusted (when?) after that 
ve heard the word of truth (what 
was that word of truth?) the gos- 
pel of your salvation ; (they did 
not make that true by believing, 
which was not true before they 
believed it,) in whom also after 
that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inhe- 
ritance, until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, unto 
the praise of his glory.” What 
was that “Holy Spirit of pro- 
mise? Ans. It is ‘the mystery 
of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purpos- 
ed in himself; that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of the times, 
he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ.” Is this dis- 
puted? Then read the promise 
made to Abraham. ‘‘ By inyself 
have I sworn, saith the Lord, &c. 
that 2x thy seed (Christ) shall all 
the nations of the earth be bless- 
ed.” Let it be remembered, that 
unless all nations are gathered 
together in one in Christ, they 
never can be blessed iz him. All 
the nations, families, and kin- 
dreds of the earth, are the “ pur- 
chased possession.” And the ear- 
nest of Paul’s inheritance, or 
evidence, if you please, was 
the testimonies given by in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, that 
aii should be gathered together 
in Christ. It is not possible for 
language to be plainer. Paul 
predicated his own salvation on 
the knowledge of the fact, that it 
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was the good pleasure and pur- 
pose of God, to gather together 
in one ail things in Christ! ‘This 
was the gospel of Paul's salva- 
tion; and it is the gospel of the 
salvation of all men. ‘‘ Fear 


not.” For behold, I bring you 


good tidings of great joy, which 


shall be to ail people. For unto 
you is born this day im the city 
of David, a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord.” Luke i. 10, 
11. ‘*And the Scripture fore- 
seeing that God would justify 
the heathen (not the elect) 
through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, 
In thee shall all nations be bless- 
ed.” Gal. iii. 8. 

This is Gud’s doctrine of elec- 
tion. It is not the choosing a 


few to life, and condemning the 


many to endless wretchedness ! 
It is the choosing of a few to tes- 
tify of the purpose of God to 
save the whole! And the calling 
of the many to the gospel of their 
salvation, which is ‘‘Good ti- 
dings of great joy, which siall be 
to all people.” “ Make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness ; 
come before his presence with 
singing. Know that the Lord 
he ts God: He hath made us and 
not we ourselves; we are his 
people, and the sHerEp of his 
pasture. Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving, into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto 
him, bless his name. For the 
Lord is Goop; his mercy ts ever: 
lasting; and his truth to all ge- 
nerations.” Ps. c. 


(Concluded in our next.) 





* * The Editor of the Gospel Herald 
has presented Fifty copies of the above 
App@al to the World to the Berean Society, 
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110 Conversion of a Universalist. 


FOR THE P. U. MAGAZINE. 
Conversion of a Uuiversalist. 
fn noticing the cunning of the 

modern Pharisees, how often 
have we to conclude that “their 
throat is an open sepulchre; with 
their tongues have they used de- 
ceit.”. The time is yet fresh in 
our recollection, when the sepul- 
chre was said to emit a “voice,” 
and a clergyman was the trumpet 
of ‘lies to the people. ‘The ex- 
posure on that occasion made 
priests more cunning, know bet- 
ter, and accordingly, in publishing 
‘Tracts, we find that the place of 
abode, name and occupation are 
never mentioned, lest the clue 
may unravel the tale, and expose 
to the contempt of men, the deep 
laid schemes for throwing the 
veil of darkness over the mind of 
the people. Under this latter 
stamp, a story is going the 
rounds, entitled “Conversion of 
a Universalist,” which we shall 
notice in a brief manner. The 
Tract describes a Mr. A., “a gen- 
tleman of respectable connexions, 
good natural judgment, and dis- 
position, and of more than ordi- 
nary taste for mental improve- 
ment,” who became an infidel: 
‘‘it must also be mentioned, that 
he retained in general the moral 
and amiable habits to which he 
had been carefully bred.” If 
such a person really exists, why 
not mention his name and busi- 
ness, and where he shall be found? 
There would then be an appear- 
ance of truth on the face of the 
story; but this is not given, and 
in fact it is useless, for the sen- 
tence last quoted, respecting his 
“moral and amiable habits,” 
compared with page 10, shews 
the absolute falsehood of the 
tale.—* His acquaintances are 








now united in acknowledging the 
mighty change which has been 
wrought in his conduct :” p. 10. 

This must areue either that 
the mighty change from “ moral 
and amiable habits” made him 
worse, which we do not attempt 
to deny, or that the whole story 
is a fabrication, which, from the 
inconsistency of the story, ap. 
pears quite probable, to say the 
least. 

After becoming an_ infidel, 
Mr. A embraced “‘ one mo- 
dification of christianity, which 
promised him more quietness of 
mind, if it did not rest upon bet- 
ter evidence than infidelity it- 
self.”—-\Vith respect to the sen- 
timents of Universalists, “he 
even considered it his duty to 





disseminate them, as he had op- 


portunity.” Let the reader pause 
one moment and ask himself, 
would not a gentleman so re- 
spectable for connexions and ta- 
lents, so moral and amiable, who 
disseminated the doctrines of 
Universalism, be known well in 
his native city, and would not 
his change to another sentiment 
be noised about considerably, 
would not those of his own sect 
know it? 

At the time of conversion Mr. 
A. had the malignant fever—but 
this was “some time since 1 
New York,”—this indefinite 
mode of speaking well suits the 
occasion; the name of the rell- 
gious friend who attended his 
sick bed scene, the physicial, 
&c. are not mentioned ; and truly 
this was well; it might have lead 
to detection—and the perso 
who wished to gaia credit by vr 
siting the sick of malignant fe- 
ver, might have been exposed, 
had date, &c. been given, al 
no case of the kind been found; 
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and if there is novelty in the 
conversion of a Universalist, 
{here may be some in the reli- 
gious of this world visiting the 
scene of danger, for seldom do 
we find that any but heretics and 
the wicked go to the assistance 
of the sick of contagious disease, 
whilst those who, according to 
their own accounts, are better 
fitted for heaven, take blessed 
care to pray at a safe distance, 
peradventare in the country, lest 
the destroying angel may touch 
them. 

Having thus shown that the 
tale bears strong marks of fabri- 
cation, (which we call on its au- 
thors to remove, if they can, by 
furnishing the names, &c. of the 
parties,) we proceed further to 
State, that the writer of the Tract 
either misunderstood or misre- 
presented the doctrine of Univer- 
salism ; that in plain words, Mr. 
A. was not an Universalist, and 
consequently could not have been 
converted therefrom.—p.7. “ He 
lost all hope of future blessed- 
edness, on the ground of Uni- 
versalism, avd found himself 
throwa upon the unmerited com- 
passion of God.” 

If Mr. A., before his conver- 
sion, depended upon his works 
to gain him ‘ future blessedness” 
in another world, he was an Ar- 
minian, and xo Universalist ; for 
the creed of the latter reads, 
“eternal life is the gift of God,” 
— ‘not of works, lest any man 
Should boast.” 

If Mr. A. depended on God 
for future blessedness, because 
God would sentence the major 
part of mankind to endless mise- 
ry; he was a Calvinist, and could 
not depend on the compassion of 


a Being, who (as thus described) 
has none, 
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The interest of the priest 
leads them to throw the mantle 
of truth on some part of their 
disgusting religion; and thus 
clad, many are deceived ; in the 
present inatance they represent 
the unmerited compassion of 
God, to deceive; they take the 
belief of Universalists to decoy 
men, and endeavour so to blacken 
the sentiments of their oppo- 
nents, that the cry of bad dog 
leads the multitude against them. 

Universalists believe in that 
wisdom which is ‘ without par- 
tiality,” “full of mercy and good 

ruits,” which being ‘*‘ good unto 
all,” impartially loved all man- 
kind, which declares that her 
ways ‘are ways of pleasantness,” 
whilst the ‘“‘ way of the transgres- 
sor is hard ;” they believe in that 
God who sent his son into the 
world to give himself ‘‘a ransom 
for all,” and ‘‘ whilst we were yet 
sinners” io die for us, and who, 
“by the grace, tasted death for 
every man,” who will not only 
destroy death, but will deliver 
them, who through fear of death 
were ail their life time subject to 
bondage.” It appears that Mr. 
A. had no such belief prior to 
his conversion, of course he was 
not a Universalist, and has been 
called so, because the writer did 
not know what Universalism was, 
or because he wished to make it 
appear so degrading to reason 
and scripture, that without in- 
vestigation men would believe 
him! Let his own conscience 
tel} him—itis not for us to judge! 

Mr. A., after his conversion, 
was no Universalist, as appears 
from the following—‘ Are you 
then convinced that you richly 
deserve to be condemned of 
God to an eternal hell; and that 
there is actually sugh a place re- 
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served for impenitent sinners?” 
Yes, I certainly know that there 
is such a place, and that I de- 
serve to have my portion in it’— 
“It was my proud heart that 
made me an infidel and a Uni- 
versalist ; I would not submit to 
understand the Bible as it ac- 
tually reads.—Here we find no- 
thing of Universalism, which 
promulgates a ‘Just God and a 
Saviour ;” yet where would be 
the justice in saving man from 
what he deserved. Further, Mr. 
A. could have been none else 
than a creed created convert, 
else he could not have certainly 
known that there was an efernal 
hell, for this Universalists do not 
know, for the plain reason that 
the Bible no where speaks of an 
eternal hell;-if it can be found, 
we will abjure Universalism. It 
is mortifying to the pride of man 
to reflect that death levels all 
distinctions ; that the baubles of 
religion, and the trappings of 
hypocrisy must share the fate of 
the other paltry distinctions of 
men; that the slave will in an- 
other world be undistinguished 
from his tyrant, and the lordly 
priest be no more esteemed than 
the poor wretch on whom he 
now volleys the curses of human 
systems, and denounces with the 
eternal hell of never ending 
damnation. What! shall all man- 
kind be admitted to heaven— 
will no distinction feed my vani- 
ty or inflate my pride! away 
with it, away with it! crucify it, 
crucify it! but I will never bow! 
Thus speaks the human heart 
when loaded with the putrifying 
sores of priestcraft and the leper 
scales of pulpit tyranny, while 
Universalism proclaims ‘‘ the 
restitution of: all things which 
God hath spoken by the mouth 








of all his holy prophets.” ‘Thus 
is it when the Pharisees of the 
day will “not submit to under- 
stand the Bible, as it actuaily 
reads,” but will change “all” into 
part, “every” into some, and fa- 
bricate on the sand the building 
which upholds the pocket, vis. 
an eternal hell, which though 
they say man deserves, yet will 
they plant the foot agaiust the 
throne of Deity, and in the face 
of omnipotence drag justice from 
its seat, by thetr prayers. O! Ba. 
bylon, Babylon! 

We have heard a preacher of 
respectability warn his hearers 
against trusting in “the vague 
and precarious hope of the mer- 
cy of God,” and yet the Tract 
maker speaks of the convert 
throwing himself on the “ unme- 
rited compassion” so vague and 
precarious according to human 
creeds. 

With these few remarks we 
dismiss the Tract, recommend- 
ing our readers to examine it for 
themselves. 

We shall, however, notice the 
anecdote annexed. 

The anecdote informs us that 
“ A clergyman belonging to Con- 
necticut, not long since, being in 
a neighbouring state, fell in com- 
pany” with a profane swearer, 
who excused himself by saying, 
“FT am a Universalist!” “The 
excuse of this youth for his im- 
pious speeches, fully confirms 
one weighty objection, which has 
been made by orthodox people, 
against the scheme of universal 
salvation, i. e. that it opens at 
effectual door for licentiousness. 
I feel no hesitation in saying that 
this anecdote is false, and wi 
continue to assert. it until the 
name of the clergyman, the 
state, and young man with the 
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jate, &c. are given: but sup- 
posing it true, does it cause 


if any objection to Universalism? 
. {If none but Universalists are 
y profane swearers, if many Cal- 
i vinists whose names, &c. can be 
J given, are not such, as likewise 
5 persons of all sects, there might 


be something like reason in it; 


swearers, and every swearer is a 
Universalist, we cannot agree 
ihat this crime is peculiar to that 
people. But if adisciple of any 
religion, by swearing, affords a 
weighty objection to that religion, 
what ground does Christianity 
stand on, for Peter swore ? 

The real state of the case is 
this: The Universalists, in their 
“Articles of Faith,” which may 
be had at the Editor’s, discoun- 
tenance swearing, and go so far 
as to recommend to their people 
mot to take an oath even in a 
court of justice; but to let their 
“yea be yea, and their nay, nay;” 
whilst the Presbyterians, in their 
confession of Faith, encourage 
their people to swear, by saying, 
that ‘‘a lawful oath is a part of 
religious worship.” Nowa young 
man of this sect might with pro- 
priety apologise for swearing, 
by saying, ““f am a Presbyte- 
rian!” And if this is not opening 
‘an effectual door for licentious- 
ness,” what is it? 

The anecdote continues—“ It 
also affords a conclusive proof, 
that the sentiment originated 
irom the old serpent who has 
the character in sacred writ, of 
being “a liar from the begin- 
ning,” and who, by preaching the 
same false and destructive doc- 
trine to our first parents in Para- 
dise, procured their spostacy : 
which has involved their nume- 
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rous posterity in total depravity, 
guilt and wretchedness.” 

The Universalists preach that 
“‘as in Adam all die, even so in 
in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
Did the old serpent preach this? 
Did he say any thing about 
Christ? Or did he say as the 
Calvinists do to the elect, “Ye 
shall not surely die?” The wri- 
ter, after describing the total de- 
pravity of men, (which by the by 
is as bad a state as man can suf- 
fer) says that ‘“‘this grand de- 
ceiver knows, by long experience, 
that nothing further is requisite 
to effect the final and everlasting 
ruin of sinners, than to persuade 
them to settle down upon this 
fallacious belief, that ‘‘all men 
will be finaly happy, whether 
they serve God or Mammon.”— 
Here the grand secret is out; 
we are now told by those who 
know best, what doctrine was 
preached by him who was a 
‘liar from the beginning,” It 
is the same which is now thun- 
dered from the pulpit and the 
press, by those who make lies 
their refuge, and who preach what 
the “grand deceiver knows, by 
long experience,” &c. &c, This 
knowledge of the grand deceiver, 
and his grand children, wonder- 
fully coincides,—alas! the latter 
had not the cunning of his ma- 
jesty, else they surely would not 
have exposed the cloven foot, 
and spoke of their union against 
the word of Gad! Instead there- 
fore of seeking the knowledge of 
the devil, however long experi- 
enced, let us ‘‘ acquaint ourselves 
with God, and be at peace;” 
endeavour to know Jesus Christ 
and him crucified ; to know that 
we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the breth» 




















































114 Doctrines of the Reformation. 


ren; to know finally, that as all 
men die in Adam, without ex- 
ception of saint or sinner, “so 
in CHRIST shall all be made a- 
live,” and letus be convinced that 
whenever we hear from the pul- 
Y ihat believing ‘all men will 

e finally happy,” is all that is 
requisite to eflect the ‘final and 
everlasting ruin of sinners.”—I 
repeat, when we hear this, let us 
recollect that it is the doctrine of 
the grand deceiver, who knows 
it to be true by long experience, 
and whose attornies are pleading 
his cause. 

LIBERTY. 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


ON FALSE VIEWS OF THE DOC- 
TRINES OF THE REFORMA- 
TION. 


In the Introductory Address of 
the Christian Spectator for the 
present year, published at New. 
Haven, Connecticut, the Editors 
strenuously “ solicit the aid, both 
of the talents and patronage, of 
those who are united in the great 
doctrines of the Reformation.” — 
This sounding phrase is by no 
means used now for the first time 
to adorn the harsh and obnoxious 
peculiarities of the Calvinistic 
creed. Scarcely any word is 
adapted to excite stronger emo- 
tions of gratitude and reverence 
in the hearts of Protestants, than 
the Reformation. We owe to 
that event so much pure religion, 
light, liberty, refinement, and 
happiness, that every man is 
shocked at the idea of being ex- 
cluded from its benefits, or of 
not participating in its spirit and 
principles. Besides this consi- 
deration, when we recollect the 
courage, the magnanimity, the 








labours, the sacrifices, the suffer. 
ings, the martyrdoms, of those 
ereat and good men, who dared 
to throw the gauntlet in defiance 
of the whole power and vengeance 
of a papal world, every suscepti- 
ble soul is smitten with emotion, 
of admiration and gratitude — 
Hence, the advantage is mani- 
fest, which must redound to any 
one denomination of Protestants 
from being regarded as the sole 
proprietors and defenders of all 
that was valuable in the Refor- 
mation, and a further vantage- 
ground is gained over their op- 
ponents, if they can successfully 
fix on them the stigma of being 
‘“‘enemies”. of the Reformation. 
Once connect the admiring ideas 
and grateful feelings, excited by 
the mention of that event, with 
a particular system of doctrines, 
and you cast as it were a glory 
around the system, which con- 
ciliates those who would other- 
wise be shocked by its intrinsic 
repulsiveness. ‘Trinitarians and 
Calvinists, aware of this advan- 
tage, have for a long time assum- 
ed the exclusive use of the fa- 
fourite phrase above quoted. 

It has indeed been over and 
over demonstrated, from the time 
of our great ecclesiastical pa- 
rent, John Robinson, down te 
that of the excellent and lament- 
ed author of the Sermon on the 
Unity of God, that it is no para- 
mount recommendation to any 
set of doctrines, that they hap- 
pened to be maintained by the 
earliest reformers; that the Re- 
formation itself is not a rounded 
and finished event like the Re- 
volution of 1688 ;—that the first 
reformers could not be expected, 
with all their giant intellects and 
intrepid characters, to cleanse at 
one sweep the Augean corrup 
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tions, that had been accumlating 
in the church for ages; and that 
there still remained much to be 
done, and the duty to do it, with 
those who have succeeded to the 
blessed, but limited inheritance, 
which they had left behind. Yet 
in spite of these very clearly de- 
monstrated truths, the Calvinists 
have been willing to avail them- 
selves of what was venerable in 
the name of the Reformation, 
and to run the chance of what it 
involved that was antiquated and 
imperfect. Hence, whenever 
some unusual recommendation 
was wanted to set off their doc- 
trines, we have been compelled 
to hear them denominated, as in 
the short sentence quoted above, 
“the great doctrines of the Re- 
formation.” On the other hand, 
a singular apathy on the subject 
has been maintained by those, 
who have been falsely and oppro- 
briously called, as in this same 
Introijuctory Address, ‘‘ enemies 
of the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion.” 

But with regard to the phrase 
in question, we affirm that pro- 
perly speaking, it has’ no legiti- 
mate signification or emphasis, 
except when a contrasting re- 
ference is made to the corrup- 
tions of the church of Rome.— 
Vor from what was a Reforma- 
tion made, except from those 
corruptions!’ Had you asked 
Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Eras- 
mus, or any of their glorious co- 
adjutors, what they understood 
by the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion, they would have told you, 
first, that the pope is not infalli- 
ble; secondly, that the sale of 
indulgences is an abomination in 
the eye of God and man; thirdly, 
that the scriptures, and the scrip- 


tures alone, are a sufficient rule’ 








of faith, and guide to salvation; 
and several other facts of the 
same bearing, all of which would 
certainly have had a direct or 
indirect reference to the errors 
and corruptions of that church, 
which needed reforming. But 
herein lies the delusion, (we will 
not call it the sleight of hand, for 
we believe that even those who 
have used it, have been but im- 
perfectly conscious of the fal- 
lacy) whereby all the praise, 
which belongs to Protestants in 
general, has been transferred to 
a comparatively diminutive sect, 
and all the odium, whose legiti- 
mate object is the popish church, 
has been as dexterously shifted 
off on those, who have not only 
believed in the doctrines, but 
have wished to maintain also the 
spirit and principles of the Re- 
formation. 'The delusion is, that 


| some of the Reformers, in addi- 


tion to the legitimate doctrines 
of the Reformation, as above 
specified, having entertained par- 
ticular opinions, which the very 
authority of those venerable men, 
as much as any thing, has con- 
tributed to perpetuate even to 
the present day, therefore, those 
who now hold these same ex- 
crescent opinions, have gratui- 
tously given them the name of 
Doctrines of the reformation, for 
no other earthly reason, than be- 
cause the Reformers, not as Re- 
ormers, but as men, who judged 
with all the light and leisure they 
then had, happened to embrace 
them. 

But let us in a few words ap- 
ply a touchstone to this assump- 
tion. Was it for these doctrines, 
was it for the particularities of 
Calvinism, was it for the patri- 


‘monial belief of the editors of the 


Christian Spectator, that Luther 
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first raised “the standard of re- 
sistance against papal Ronie?— 
Was all Europe indeed set in a 
flame, that the five points might 
be the religion of the continent? 
Did the throne of papacy totter 
to its base, because the world 
would heave off from its own bo- 
som a load of Arminian and Uni- 
tarian heresies ? Inshort, answer 
plainly, was the Reformation set 
on foot, or carried on, or com- 
pleted, for the sake of establish- 
ing what you would now call the 
doctrines ot the Reformation? 
The truth is, those doctrines pro- 
perly so called are such, and 
such alone, as all Protestants of 
évery denomination agree in, and 
agree in too, as Protestants, as 
deserters from the standard of 
the Roman Catholic faith. But 
had you, in those times which 
tried men’s souls, and not their 
metaphysical capabilities, sought 
a place for the Trinity or for 
Election among the doctrines in 
question, you would have been 
told that they had nothing to do 
with the Reformation. Subjects 
of greater and more pressing im- 
portance were agitated during 
that stormy period. The right of 
free inquiry itself was not yet 
established. Men had first to 
clear away absurdities that ap- 
pealed to their senses, before 
they entered upon the thorough 


consideration of opinions, that 


required the utmost reach of in- 
tellectual abstraction. It was 
enough for one generation, that 
half a dozen men convinced five 
millions of people, that the God- 
head was not contained in a loaf, 
after the belief of it had been 


rooted in the world’s mind for | 


nine centuries. In this negative 
assertion, you have a genuine 
doctrine ‘of the Reformation. 








But the Trinity, or that doctrine. 
which involves the positive na- 
ture of the Deity, was left com- 
paratively alone. 

Many of the reformers, we 
frankly grant, were sincere be- 
lievers in the two dogmas above 
mentioned——the Trinity and 


| Election—but whence did they 


obtain them? From any quarter 
but the Reformation. One of the 
two had many centuries before 
been the ground of the toy-work 
phraseology of Athanasius, and 
the other had been wrought up 
into the metaphysics of Augus- 
tine. They were not attacked 
first, because they did not direct- 
ly bear upon -men’s property, li- 
berty, consciences, or domestic 
happiness. They were handed 
over to succeeding generations, 
in the same manner as the cus- 
tom of attaching cemetries to 
churches was handed over. There 
was no leisure to assail them.— 
And because they escaped, for- 
sooth, they must be called the 


| doctrines of the Reformation. 


They existed in spite of it. They 
were not fostered in its bosom, 
but were accidentally entangled 
and preserved in the skirts of 
its garments. Whether they were 
true or false, scriptural or un- 
scriptural, they were exactly 
those things which never were 
reformed. And seriously, their 
true title would be, doctrines o! 
Non-Reformation. Call them, if 
you please, the sediments of the 
Reformation, or the refuse of the 
Reformation, or wrecks of the 
Reformation ; but if there be any 
truth in history, or reality in fact, 
or use in language, call them not 
doctrines of the Reformation. 
As well might you say, that the 
furniture which is saved from 6 
house burned to the ground Is % 
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part of the fire which enveloped 
it, As well might you say, that 
the fragments of a wreck are 
elements of the storm, which 
overwhelmed the original crazy 
vessel. No. It was the lighten- 
ing, the thunder, the cloud, the 
blast, the pouring deluge, the 
sheeted wave, that constituted 
the elements of the storm, and 
not the rotten planks, nor the 
shattered, quivering sails.* 
Trusting that we have con- 
vinced every fair mind of the 
solesism of an expression which 
is used to confer on the distinc- 
tive peculiarities of a sect, an 
honour belonging to all sincere 
Protestants, we are willing here 
to put an end to our remarks. 
Should it appear, however, that 
any, after reading the toregoing 
arguments, shall have failed to 
be convinced by them, and shall 
still persist in the appropriation 
of a phrase, which sets at defi- 
ance the common proprieties of 
language, and which unavvidably 
misleads those who do not stop 
accurately to analyze every word 
they read or hear,—and_ shall 
shelter themselves under the 
plea, that the belief of the early 
reformers in certain doctrines is 
a sufficient justification for call- 
ing them the doctrines of the re- 
formation,—then, we hold our- 
selves pledged and ready to go 
into the merits of this plea, and 
to show, that it is unfounded in 
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* “ By the Religion of Protestants,” says 
Chillingworth, *“] do not understand the 
doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, or Melanch- 
ton; not the Confession of Augusta, or Ge- 
neva ; nor the Catechism of Heidelberg ; nor 
the Articles of the Church of England; no, 
nor the Harmony of Protestant Confessions; 
but that wherein they all agree with a 
greater harmony, asa rule of their faith and 
actions, that is, the Bible. The Brate, I 


say, the Brpxz only is the Religion of Pro- 
*estants,”? 
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point of fact, and obscure, con- 
fused, unsatisfactory, perplexing, 
and inaccurate, in point of refe- 
rence? We are ready to show, 
that no period of time, no signal 
event, and no body of men, from 
the dawn of the reformation to 
the present moment have ever 
conferred sufficient notoriety, or 
universality, or authority on the 
doctrines of Calvinism as a sys- 
tem, to warrant their being call- 
ed the doctrines of the reforma- 
tion; and that whether you take 
the semi-papistical confession of 
Augsburg, or the episcopal and 
half-reformed constitution of the 
early German Church, or the 
corrupt and nominally protestant 
establishment of Henry the 8th, 
or the Arminian church of queen 
Elizabeth, or the Socinian insti- 
tutions of Poland and Transyl- 
vania, or even the collected wri- 
tings of John Calvin himself, as 
a standard, you must arrive at a 
chaos of results, which it would 
puzzle the editors of the Chris- 
tian Spectator themselves to re- 
duce to such a system, as they 
are now recommending to the 
world under the name of the 
great doctrines of the reforma- 
tion. 

But one word more. Do the 
conducters of the Christian Spec- 
tator, when they stigmatize the 
Unitarians as ‘‘ enemies of the 
doctrines of the Reformation, 
mean to imply, that we are ene- 
mies of the spirit and principles 
of the Reformation’? We put this 
question to their consciences. 
And we ask them to shew, why 
they use the word Reformation 
at all, except on account of some- 
thing intrinsic in the character of 
that event, which they hope will 
throw a credit & a lustre on their 
own doctrines? Now what is 
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this intrinsic character, but the 
spirtt and principles which ac- 
tuated the earliest reformers! 
If Calvinists persist in laying 
elaim to the favourite phrase, 
which has called forth these im- 
perfect strictures, we sliall call 
upon them to shew cause why 
Unitarians may not aspire to that, 
which it seems in the very opi- 
nion of Calvinists imparts a 
higher value and recommenda- 
tion to their doctrines, than the 
abstract truths of those doctrines 
themselves. Otherwise, why is 
the Reformation called in at all 
to grace and set them off! Con- 
fine the question to their abstract 
truths, and Unitarians are ready 
to go on again with the main 
controversy. 

We hope in a future number 
to discuss the propriety, fairness, 
and tendency of bestowing’ on 
the body of Unitarian Christians 
the denunciatory appellation of 
‘‘the enemy,” of which we ob- 
serve the magazine before us, in 
common with others, is very 
lavish. G. 


BUTLOvesyes 


From the Same. 


DOCTRLNE OF THE TRINITY NOT 
DERIVED FROM SCRIPTURE. 


Several of the most learned 
writers among the Catholics, 
and strenuous defenders of the 
trinity, have contended, that this 
doctrine cannot be proved from 
the Scriptures. They have con- 
sidered it entirely a doctrine of 
tradition, descending through 
the successive ages of the church 
from the apostles. In their 
controversies with the Protes- 
tants, they have often resorted 
to this, as an argument in favour 
of the authority of tradition, and 











charged them with inconsisten- 
cy in believing the trinity, and 
at the same time rejecting other 
doctrines, which the Catholics 
embraced as coming from the 
same source. 

The learned Jesuit, Petayi- 
ous, writes, that ** before the 
Nicene Council, nothing had 
been written, or distinctly 
known, respecting the three per- 
sons and one essence of the diyi- 
nity, because this mystery was 
not made known and confirmed, 
till after the contest between the 
Arians and the Catholics,” 
De Trinitate, hb. 1. cap. 1. sec. 
3. It is also testified by Sacro- 
boscus, that * although the 
scriptures might have been ad- 
duced against the Arians, yet, 
because the Arians also appeal- 
ed to the scriptures, the Fathers 
of the Nicene Council condem- 
ned them, not from the written 
doctrine, but from that, which 
had been transmitted to them by 
tradition.” Defensio Tridentin 
Concilii, cap. 6. And why were 
not the Arians condemned from 
the scriptures? Fora very good 
reason, says Wolzogen, because 
the passages of scripture, which 
they produced, could not be re- 
futed. 

Another Jesuit, Peter Skarga, 
in writing on the text, which 
speakes of baptizing in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, says, ‘‘ It was customa- 
ry at first for the apostles to 
conceal the doctrine of the trim- 
ty, on account of *its difficulty. 
Peter, in his first address to the 
Jews, conveyed no intimation of 
the divinity of Christ, but only 
declared, that the person, whom 


they had. crucified, God had 
made-both Lord and Christ.— 
The apostle Paul taught the 
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Athenians, that there was but 
one God, who was the creator of 
the universe; and concerning 
Christ, he said only, that God 
had raised him from the dead, 
and made him the judge of the | 
world.” But if the apostles did | 
not teach the trinity, especially 
on those occasions on which they 
professed to speak particularly 
of the character of God and of 
Christ, by what authority can 
we call it an apostolical doc- 
trine? And even Bellarmine, 
who, on other occasions, leaves 
no stone unturned to prove the 
trinity from the scriptures, says, 
that ‘* since the Arians could not 
be convinced from the scrip- 
tures, as they expounded them 
differently from the Catholics, 
they were condemned by the 
unwritten word, which was ne- 
vertheless piously understood.” 
De Verbo Dei, lib. 4, cap. 6. 
For what other reason could the 
opponents of the Arians have 
deserted the scriptures, in pas- 
sing sentence of condemnation, 
except that the arguments 
brought by the Arians could not 
be confuted out of the scrip- 
tures ? How does it happen, that 
the large body of bishops, and 
distinguished men, who were 
assembled in this council, should 
have rejected the sacred scrip- 
tures, and judged their adver- 
saries by the unwritten word, 
that is, the traditions of the 
church, if the doctrine of the 
trinity could have been proved 
by any legitimate, or even plau- 
sible reasonings, drawn from 
the scriptures ? 


Salmeron, in his commentary 


on John xvi. 12, where Christ | 


tells his disciples, that he has 








many things to say to them, but | 


that they cannot bear them now, 
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remarks as follows. ‘ The 
things, to which Christ here al- 
ludes, are the three persons in 
one God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, . consubstantial 
(owexccov) with the Father and 
Son; and also the two perfect 
natures, and consequently the 
two distinct operations, and the 
two wills, which were in 
Christ.” Remundus, in ad- 
dressing the Lutherans and 
Calvinists, says to them, “ you 
will be obliged to confess, how- 
ever unwilling, that, if you rely 
on the scriptures, you will be 
compelled to yield to the modern 
Arians,. no less than the Fa- 
thers were to those of ancient 
times, unless, like them, you 
appeal to tradition, and the una- 
nimous consent of the church. 
They were taught by tradition, 
that there are three consubstan- 
tial persons of the same nature 
and essence, which we worship 
as one God in the fulness of the 
trinity ; and, also, that in Jesus 
Christ there are two perfect 
substances, but only one per- 
sov. Tell me, if you listen to 
the scriptures, and the express 
word of God alone, with what 
arms you can expect to engage 
with these persons? In what 


way can you extricate yourself 


from the innumerable argu- 
ments, which they advance, un- 
less you cling to tradition, and 
the consent of the church, as 
the only anchor of safety.”’— 
Historia de Ortu et Progressi: 
Hares, lib. 2. cap. 15." 
Such have been the sentiments 
of distinguished trinitarians. 
Several other writers are refer- 





* For these references and extracts we 
are indebted to Wolzogen’s treatise, entit- 
led, Preparatio ad utilem Lectionem Libro= 
rum Novi Testamenti. 
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this intrinsic character, but the 
spirtt and principles which ac- 
tuated the earliest reformers! 
if Calvinists persist in laying 
elaim to the favourite phrase, 
which has called forth these im- 
perfect strictures, we shall call 
upon them to shew cause why 
Unitarians may not aspire to that, 
which it seems in the very opi- 
nion of Calvinists imparts a 
higher value and recommenda- 
tion to their doctrines, than the 
abstract truths of those doctrines 
themselves. Otherwise, why is 
the Reformation called in at all 
to grace and set them off? Con- 
fine the question to their abstract 
truths, and Unitarians are ready 
to go on again with the main 
controversy. 

We hope in a future number 
to discuss the propriety, fairness, 
and tendency of bestowing on 
the body of Unitarian Christians 
the denunciatory appellation of 
“the enemy,” of which we ob- 
serve the magazine before us, in 
common with others, is very 
lavish. Gi. 


DUVLOzv_svees 


From the Same. 


DOCTRLNE OF THE TRINITY NOT 
DERIVED FROM SCRIPTURE. 


Several of the most learned 
writers among the Catholics, 
and strenuous defenders of the 
trinity, have contended, that this 
doctrine cannot be proved from 
the Scriptures. They have con- 
sidered it entirely a doctrine of 
tradition, descending through 
the successive ages of the church 
from the apostles. In their 
controversies with the Protes- 
tants, they have often resorted 
to this, as an argument in favour 
of the authority of tradition, and 





futed. 








charged them with inconsisten- 
cy in believing the trinity, and 
at the same time rejecting other 
doctrines, which the Catholics 
embraced as coming from the 
same source. 

‘The learned Jesuit, Petayi- 
ous, writes, that * before the 
Nicene Council, nothing had 
been written, or distinctly 
known, respecting the three per- 
sons and one essence of the divi- 
nity, because this mystery was 
not made known and confirmed, 
till after the contest between the 
Arians and the Catholics,” 
De Trinitate, lib. 1. cap. 1. sec. 
3. It is also testified by Sacro- 
boscus, that * although the 
scriptures might have been ad- 
duced against the Arians, yet, 
because the Arians also appeal- 
ed to the scriptures, the Fathers 
of the Nicene Council condem- 
ned them, not from the written 
doctrine, but from that, which 
had been transmitted to them by 
tradition.” Defensio Tridentini 
Concilii, cap. 6. And why were 
not the Arians condemned from 
the scriptures? Fora very good 
reason, says Wolzogen, because 
the passages of scripture, which 
they produced, could not be re- 


Another Jesuit, Peter Skarga, 


in writing on the text, which 


speakes of baptizing in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, says. ‘‘ It was customa- 
ry at first for the apostles to 
conceal the doctrine of the trin!- 
ty, on account of ‘its difficulty. 
Peter, in his first address to the 
Jews, conveyed no intimation of 
the divinity of Christ, but only 
declared, that the person, whom 
they had crucified, God had 
made-both Lord and Christ.— 
The apostle Paul taught the 
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Athenians, that there was but 
one God, who was the creator of 
the universe; and concerning 
Christ, he said only, that God 
had raised him from the dead, 
and made him the judge of the 
world.” But if the apostles did 
not teach the trinity, especially 
on those occasions on which they 
professed to speak particularly 
of the character of God and of 
Christ, by what authority can 
we call it an apostolical doc- 
trine? And even Bellarmine, 
who, on other occasions, leaves 
no stone unturned to prove the 
trinity from the scriptures, says, 
that “* since the Arians could not 
be convinced from the scrip- 
tures, as they expounded them 
differently from the Catholics, 
they were condemned by the 
unwritten word, which was ne- 
vertheless piously understood.” 
De Verbo Dei, lib. 4, cap. 6. 
For what other reason could the 
opponents of the Arians have 
deserted the scriptures, in pas- 
sing sentence of condemnation, 
except that the arguments 
brought by the Arians could not 
be confuted out of the scrip- 
tures ? How does it happen, that 
the large body of bishops, and 
distinguished men, who were 
assembled in this council, should 
have rejected the sacred scrip- 
tures, and judged their adver- 
saries by the unwritten word, 
that is, the traditions of the 
church, if the doctrine of the 
trinity could have been proved 
by any legitimate, or even plau- 
sible reasonings, drawn from 
the scriptures ? 

Salmeron, in his commentary 
on John xvi. 12, where Christ 
tells his disciples, that he has 
many things to say to them, but 

that they cannot bear them now, 


' remarks as follows. 
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‘« The 
things, to which Christ here al- 
ludes, are the three persons in 
one God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, consubstantial 
(owexcrov) with the Father and 
Son; and also the two perfect 
natures, and consequently the 
two distinct operations, and the 
two wills, which were in 
Christ.” Remundus, in = ad- 
dressing the Lutherans and 
Calvinists, says to them, ** you 
will be obliged to confess, how- 
ever unwilling, that, if you rely 
on the scriptures, you will be 
compelled to yield to the modern 
Arians, no less than the Fa- 
thers were to those of ancient 
times, unless, like them, you 
appeal to tradition, and the una- 
nimous consent of the church. 
They were taught by tradition, 
that there are three consubstan- 
tial persons of the same nature 
and essence, which we worship 
as one God in the fulness of the 
trinity ; and, also, that in Jesus 
Christ there are two perfect 
substances, but only one per- 
sov. ‘Tell me, if you listen to 
the scriptures, and the express 
word of God alone, with what 
arms you can expect to engage 
with these persons? In what 


way can you extricate yourself 


from the innumerable argu- 
ments, which they advance, un- 
less you cling to tradition, and 
the consent of the church, as 
the oniy anchor of safety.”’— 
Historia de Ortu et Progressu 
Hares, lib. 2. cap. 15.* 

Such have been the sentiments 
of distinguished trinitarians. 
Several other writers are refer- 





* For these references and extracts we 
are indebted to Wolzogen’s treatise, entit- 
led, Preparatio ad utilem Lectionem Libro» 
rum Novi Testamenti. 
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red toby Wolzogen, as enter- 
taining the same views. They 
all agree, that the trinity is no 
where taught in the scriptures. 
They rest this doctrine wholly 
on the authority of tradition; 
and, if we may judge from these 
writers, this was the prevailing 
opinion of the Catholic church 
at the time of the Reformation. 

To these writers may be ad- 
ded the celebrated Calixtus, and 
several other Lutheran divines 
of his time, who denied, that the 
doctrine of the trinity was 
known to the patriarchs and 
prophets, and maintained, that 
it could not be proved from the 
Old Testament. 

From the Same. 
NEW RELIGIOUS SOCIETY IN THE 
WESTERN STATES. 


There is, says a correspon- 
dent, throughout the states of 
Kentucky, Chio, Indiana, Ten- 
nessee, and Jlinois, a flourish- 
ing connexion of people, called 
the Christian Society. 'They 
increase with considerable ra- 
pidity, and many young preach- 
ers are rising up among them. 
In advancing the cause of this 
society, the labours of the Rev. 
Mr. Stone have been particu- 
larly syccessful. These peo- 
ple, as far as 1 know, baptize 
on profession of faith only in 
Christ, and by immersion ; and 
they hold open communion.— 
Their ministers are governed by 
a Conference, yet I believe 


- their church government is in- 


dependent. They reject the 
doctrine of the trinity, and the 
dogmas of Calvinism, especial- 
ly the Calvinistic notion of Sa- 
tisfaction, or atonement; and 
they preach the gospel in the 
spirit of charity. 








In Virginia, also, is a Society 
embracing similar opinions, and 
taking the same name. At @ 
Conference held in Nansemond 
County, about a year and a 
half ago, eight ministers were 
present. This society originat. 
ed in New England, and I be- 
lieve is quite distinct from the 
one in the western states. It is 
composed of dissenters princi- 
pally from the Baptist and Me- 
thodist churches. In the print- 
ed Proceedings of the Confer- 
ence just mentioned, it is stated 
‘that the Society is founded on 
the most liberal plan, allowing 
to each member a freedom of 
sentiment; that the Lord’s Ta- 
bleis free for all the followers of 
Christ; and that those, who love 
the Lord Jesus, may partake of 
the bread and wine, and receive 
the ordinance of Baptism, 
without being considered as 
members of their church in par- 
ticular ; and the brethren are 


| enjoined to use their utmost en- 


deavours to increase love and 
peace.”” The members of this 
society are mostly unitarians, 
and although there are some tri- 
nitarians among them, yet the 
utmost harmony prevails. They 
agree in allowing one another 
to interpret the word of God 
according to their own under- 
standing and judgement, and in 
considering all men worthy ol 
christian fellowship, who be- 
lieve in Jesus, seek earnestly to 
know the truths of his gospel, 
obey his word, cherish his spir- 
it, and walk in his steps. 


VUSVVVVVSVTVVASF 


New Society in New Haven. 


We learn from our corresp0- 
dent, that a Society has beed late- 
ly organized in New-Haven, Cot 
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necticut, under the title of “The 
Society for the Investigation of 
gospel Truth jin New-Haven.”— 
The Society is gradually increas- 
ing, under flattering prospects.— 
Henry C. Flagg, Esqr. is elected 
President; John C. Gray, Secre- 
tary; and William Peckam, Trea- 
surer. May the Lord smile upon 
their labours and crown them with 
abundant success, 


PVVest 22qe 


From the Unitariau Miscellany. 


ORIGINAL LANGUAGE OF ST. 
MATTHEW’S GOSPEL. 


It is not easy to tell precisely 
the times at which the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
were written. After comparing 
all the collateral evidence, Lard- 
ner has come to the conclusion, 
that they were written nearly at 
the same time, and about thirty 
years after our Saviour’s ascen- 
sion. It does not appear, that 
the Apostles wrote any thing 
early. They were exclusively 
employed for several years in 
travelling and preaching. Itis 
argued very justly, that the 
Gospels must have been written 
before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by the Romans, because 
they contain many predictions 
relating to that event, which 
evidently had not come to pass. 
According to Josephus, the Jew- 
ish war, which terminated in 
the ruin of that nation, commen- 
ced A. D. 66. Several of the 
ancient christian writers testify, 
that Mark was solicited by the 
brethren at Rome to write for 
their benefit what Peter had 
preached to them. From the 


best accounts Peter must have 
sone to Rome about A. D. 63. 
Hence Lardner concludes, that 


Mark’s Gospel was not written 
VOL. Xr 








before this period: and also, 
that the Roman brethren did not 
then know of any written Gos- 
pel. 

Origen says there was a tra- 
dition, that Matthew wrote first; 
but Basnage gives the prece- 
dence to Luke’s Gospel, and for 
this opinion there is some inter- 
nalevidence, The introduction 
to Luke’s Gospel strongly im- 
plies, that Theophilus, to whom 
he writes, had never seena writ- 
ten account of ‘ those things 
wherein he had been instructed;”” 
which would not have been like- 
ly to bethe case, if any Gospels 
by the other Apostles were at 
that time in existence.* From 
these facts it would seem, that 
when Mark and Luke wrote 
they had neither of them seen 
any other Gospel, or known of 
any having been written. But 
the Apostles were in different 
countries, and one might have 
written without the knowledge 
of another ; yet they could not 
in the nature of things have re- 
mained loug thus ignorant. In 
short, there is good reason to 
believe, that the Gospels in 
question were written nearly at 
the same time, and at the period 
above mentioned. It is more 
than probable, also, that neith- 
er of the authors was acquainted 
with the Gospels of the others 
when he wrote ; but which was 
first in order cannot be ascer- 
tained. : 


* St. Luke’s Gospel, and the Acts of the’ 
Apostles, written also by St. Luke, former- 
ly constituted but one book. In the com- 
mencement of the Acts, the author refers to 
his Gospel, and calls it Tgwrov Aovoy, 
the first part, or as ourtranslation has it, the 
former treatise. He then takes up the nar- 
rative precisely where he had left it in what 
is now called his Gospel. Hence the anci- 
ents quoted the Gospel and the Acts pro- 
miscuously under the till of die History of 
St. Luke. 
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It has been a common belief 
from very early times, that 
Matthew’s Gospel was first 
written in the Hebrew language. 
This was stated by Papias, Lre- 
naeus, Origen, and Eusebius ; 
yet Lardner has given many 
cogent reasons why it was pro- 
bably written in Greck.+ Seve- 
ral other learned and eminent 
moderns have been of the same 
opinion. Dr. Jortin says, in 
his Discourses concerning the 
Christian Religion, that * in 
the time of Christ and his Apos- 
ties, the Greek was really the 
universal language. ‘The New 
Testament is a proof of it, if 
proof were wanting. And this 
is one reason among many 
others why St. Matthew proba- 
bly wrote his Gospel in Greek.” 
Even among the ancients them- 
selves the opinion does not seem 
to have been very common, that 
Matthew wrote in Hebrew. 
They seldom, perhaps never, 
quote the Greek as a transla- 
tion, No per-on is mentioned 
on any good authority, as hav- 





+ The words of Papias are, Maréasos 
MEY ovY ‘EBeaio' OrerAexT a To 
Aeyian ouveyeupato, ‘xounverce 
d” auta Ws sOvvIaTO EXdSOS, Euse- 
bius says he wasa man of weak understand- 
INng—T P00? imme ine og @v Tov vouy 
and the latter part of the clause respecting 
the Gospel of Matthew, namely, and every 
one interpreted it as he at, has been 
usually thought to be in proof. But if the 
truth were known, it is probable he meant 
only, that as the ehristians of that day did 
not all understand Hebrew equally well, 
they interpreted it severally according to 
ther knowledge. This Papias was bishop 
of Hieropolis, and flowrished about A. D. 
116. Nothing remains of his works, ex- 
cept a few extracts preserved in the writ- 
ings of Eusebius. Jrenacus flourished, ac- 
cording to Lardner, about the year 178 ; 
Origen, 230 ; and Eusebius, 315. It is wor- 
thy of remark, that Origen gives no other 
authority than “ tradition,” for supposing 
Matthew’s Gospel was frst writtcn in He- 


brew, 








ing been the translator. Jerom 
says, 1t was uncertain by whom 


it was done. In the time of 


Theophylact it was usualiy at- 
tributed to John; and at other 
times tradition referred it to 
James. Furthermore, no marks 
of a translation are visibie in 
the Greek Gospel of Matthew, 
as it has come down to us. 


These reasons among others in- 


duced Lardner to believe, that 
it was first written in Greek, 
Michaelis was of a contrary 
opinion ;* and Less inclines to 
the belief, that Matthew himself 
composed his Gospel in both 
languages.t 

This last opinion, perhaps, 
may be better sustained, than 
either of the others. It obviates 
all the difficulties, which are 
felt in reconciling various testi- 
monies. St. Matthew was no 
doubt as well acquainted with 
the Greek as the other Apostles. 
It is likely a great number of 
the Jews in Palestine were not 
familiar with this language, and 
he might think it expedient for 
their benefit to write it in He- 
brew ; and for the Christians at 
large among the Gentiles, where 
the Greek was chiefly spoken, 
he might perceive the necessity 
of its being in that language,— 
for it must be remembered, that 
none of the Gospels were writ- 
ten, till the religion had extend. 
ed itself over many countries. 
If he wrote first in Hebrew, it 1s 
quite certain a translation was 


— | 





* Introduction to the New Testament, 
Part I chap. 4. see. 1. 

¢ Wenn aber, wie eben daraus 20 erhele 
len scheint, Matthaeus sein Evangelium He- 
bracisch geschriehen hat, so ist-aus andren 
grunden eben so gewiss, das er ess Aue 
Griechisch ausgefertiget. GxrseHICHT® DER 
Rex. Exst .T. 540. See also, Authenticity 
of the New Testament, translated by Hung: 


don, Pp. 87. 
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Extract from Minutes, &c. 


made into Greek immediately 
after, and ii is as reasonable to 
suppose it was made by his own 
hands as any other. 
<— 
QUERY. 

Why are Missionaries sent to 
preach the gospel to the Hea- 
then? 

Bishop Moore, of Virginia, 


says, that in the northern neck | 


of that state, occupying a space 
of 100 miles, they have not one 
clergyman of the church to offi- 
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ciate regularly among them in 
their churches, that they are an 
affectionate people, and would 
reuder the life of a virtuous cler- 
gyman happy, who should reside 
among them.— Recorder. 

Why then are Missionaries 
sent abroad to preach, while so 
much remains to be done at 
home? Surely the soul of a na- 
tive American, ought to be as 
precious in our view, as the soul 
of a native of Hindostan, or the 
Sandwich Isles. 


<> 


Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the General Convention of 
Universalists, for the year 1821. 


The Ministers and Delegates 
composing the General Conven- 
tion of Universalists, convened 
according to adjournment of last 
year, at the house of Br. David 
Pickering, in the city of Hudson, 
N. Y. Tuesday evening, Sept. 
18th, 1821, and opened the Coun- 
ceil, by uniting in solemn and de- 
vout prayer to the Father of all 
mercies, with Br. David Ballou. 

The Convention was then orga- 
nized as follows: 

Chose Br. SOLOMON GLO- 
VER, Moderator. 

Chose Br. RICHARD CAR- 
RIQUE and Br. STEPHEN R. 
SMITH, Clerks. 

Unanimously voted to grant the 
request of the First Universalist 
Society in Roxbury—The First 
Universalist Society in Milford— 








The Universalist Society in Mount 
Washington, Mass.—And the So- 
ciety of United Christian Friends, 
in Norwich, Preston, and Groton, 
Con. to be received into the fel- 
lowship of this Convention. 

Heard the report of the com- 
mittee, appointed to receive ap- 
plications for letters of fellowshtp 
and ordination, who reported in 
favour of Br. John E. Palmer, of 
Barre, Vt. for fellowship—Br. 
Charles Hudson, of Preston, Con. 
for ordination—Br. Josiah Dike- 
man, of Danbury, Con. for fellow- 
ship and ordination.—Voted, that 
said report be accepted. 

N. B. The Convention had but 
very little business before them, 
except what appertained to the 
public services. 


Ministering Brethren Present. 


Solomon Glover, Newton, Con. 
David Ballou, Rowe, Mass. 
Hosea Ballou, Boston. 

Hosea Ballou, 2d, Roxbury. 
Joshua Flagg, Scituate, 

Abner Kneeland, Philadelphia. 
Seth Jones, Lancaster, N. Y. 
Nathaniel Stacy, Hamilton, N. Y. 
Stephen R. Smith, Ne w-Hartford. 
Pitt Morse, Henderson. 

Oliver Ackley, Hamilton. 


| 








‘David Pickering, Hudson. | 

Jacob Wood, Shirley, Mass. 

Isaac Whitnall, Camillus and Elbridge. 
Charles Hudson, Preston, Con. 
Zephaniah S. Crossman, Shelbarn, Mas3. 
Richard Carrique, Attleboro’ Ms. 
George B. Lisher, Otsego, N. Y. 
Axron Kinsman, Williairnstown, Yt. 
Josiah Dikerman, Danbury Con 

Arthur Field, New Berhn. 

Nathaniel Smith, Albarr. 
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Ministering Bre 


Elias Smith, Boston, Mass. 

Paul Dean, do. 

Edward Turner, Charlestown. 
Thomas Wittemore, New Milford, Mass. 
John Bisbee, Brookfield, Mass. 
Sebastian Streeter, Portsmouth, N.H 
Russel Streeter, Portland, Me. 
Jona. Wallace, Richmond, Vt. 
Hollis Samson, Batavia, N. Y. 
Thomas Gross, Williams-Ville, 
John S. Flagler, Scipio. 

Luscomb Knapp, Victor. 

Calvin Morton, Barry. 

Cornelius G. Parson, Ellisburgh. 
William Underwood, Litchfield. 
Stephen Miles, Augusta. 

James Forster, Lee. 

Archelaus Geeen, Locke. 

Salmon D. Adams, Lisle, 

Job Potter, Hamilton. 

Samuel A. Skeele, Green. 
Andrew Vandenburgh, Pompey. 
Stephen Cook, Hadley. 

Edwin Ferris, Unadilla. 

Srmuel C. Loveland, Reading, Vt. 
Nathan B. Johnson, Shoreham. 
Samuel Hilliard, Shrewsbury. 
Lewis Pitt, Danby, N. Y. 








Zepheniah Laithe, Lebanon, N. H. 





Circular Letter. 


hren not Present. 


Robert L. Killam, Marlborough, Mass, 
Levi Briggs, Orange. 

Robert Bartlett, Langdon, N. H. 
Barzillai, Streeter, Salem, Mass. 
Joseph Butterfield, Fryburg, Me. 
Fayette Mace, Strong. 

Kitterage Haven, Vt. 

John E. Palmer, Barre. 

John Brooks, New-Fanc. 

Asa Barton, Me. 

Thomas Jones, Gloucester, Mass; 
Ezra Leonard, do. 

Ebenezer Lester, Killingworth, Cap. 
Asa Rust. 

Caleb Rich, Vt. 

James Babbit, Mass. 

William Farewell, Vt. 

William H. Drew, Me. 

Sylvanus Cobb, Winthrop. 

Daniel Young. 

W. A. Drew, Farmington. 
William Frost, Lisbon. 

Timothy Bigelow, Ohio. 

Loring Bigelow, do. 

Asa Priest 

Amos Crandel, Lisle, N. Y, 
Lewis Beers, Danby. 


Royal Gage, St. Johnsbury, Ve. 


ee 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


To the several Churches and So- 
cieties, rejoicing in the freedom of 
Gospel truth, and firmly united in 
the belief of all the gracious pro- 
mises of God, looking with joyous 
and confident expectation for the 
arrival of that glorious period, 
when the testimony of all God’s 
holy prophets shall be realized in 
the restitution of all things : 

To the faithful servarits of God, 
whose feet are beautiful upon the 
mountains, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of 
all : 

To all the lovers of the Lamb, 
with whom this epistle may find 
acceptance: 

The General Convention of Uni- 
versalists, tender christian affec- 
tion and fellowship; wishing them 
the riches of divine mercy and 
grace from our Lord Jesus Christ 
to replenish their hearts with that 
peace which passeth understand- 


meg 








DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 
Itis with emotions of heartfelt gra- 
titude and joy, that we remind you 
of the gracious condescension of 
the Master of Assemblies, in bless- 
ing us with another anniversary, 
grateful indeed to our feelings, and 
as we humbly trust, highly auspi- 
cious to the cause of truth. We 
have been permitted to meet in the 
fellowship of the spirit. ‘The un- 
mingled sweets of harmony ané 
friendship were reciprocated by 
all the members of our council, 
and afforded experimental evi- 
dence that the faithful discharge of 
duty is an inlet to pure enjoyment, 
where brethren dwell together 
unity. 

In the Sanctuary of the Lord, 
multitudes were assembled, where 
the divine Presence was sensibly 
enjoyed, and the place rendered 
none other than the house of God, 
and the gate of heaven. There 
the listening hundreds inhaled the 
spirit of devotion, and the saluta- 
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sy effect of the Gospel of Jesus 
(hrist, ably delineated by his faith- 
ful messengers, was visible in the 
tears of joy that glistened in every 
eye. 
Ww e were led to contemplate 
with sincere gratitude and pleasure 
the amplitude of that divine pro- 
mise, which animated the hope 

and kindled the pious ardour of 
the ancient Patriarchs, by assu- 
ring them that in the expected 
SHILOH, all nations, and kindreds 
of the earth should be blessed. 

An effectual door being thus 
opened, we were invited to range 
through the fields of gospel grace, 
and to realize that our salvation 
and high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus, was not according to our 
works, but according to the immu- 
table purpose and grace of God, 
which was freely given in Christ 
before the world began. The lis- 
tening multitude, with calm sere- 
nity of spirit, were excited to the 
most profitable of all reflections, 
the unbounded benevolence of our 
Father in heaven, who commended 
the ricktes of his love and grace in 
the gift of his Son, that we might 
thereby be mduced to love one 
another. 

In pleasing contemplation upon 
the harmony of the divine pertec- 
tions, we were constrained to ex- 
claim, Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honour, and 
power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created. We beheld 
with unspeakable delight, the Zion 
of our God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, descending to bless mankind 
with her delicious dainties, and to 
satisfy her poor with the bread of 
eternal life; and were incited to 
welcome her every Priest, clad 
with the shining garments of sal- 
vation, bearing the message of un- 
bounded grace, and causing her 
sats to shout aloud for joy. And 


fest we should be unmindful of the 
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medium through which all these 
inestimable blessings flow, we were 
pointed to the blood of the ever- 
lasting Covenant, as the means of 
our reconciliation to God, and the 
effectual seal of our salvation. 

We may truly say, that this has 
been a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. For we have 
beheld the stately goings forth of 
the God of Israel from Sinai’s ma- 
jestic height, and the gracious foot- 
steps of Immanuel from the peace- 
ful gate of Zion. 

Dear Brethren, while we remind 
you of the manner in which the 
Master of Assemblies hath owned 
and blessed our labours in the gos- 
pel vineyard, you cannot be un- 
mindful of the duties which de- 
volve upon you; to walk as saints 
professing godliness—To follow 
the great Redeemer in humility 
and love—and to hold up the 
hands of his ministering servants 
by a cheerful attendance upon his 
word and ordinances, and to ena- 
ble them to be disengaged from 
the cares of this world, to be whol- 
ly devoted to the work of the mi- 
nistry, that their profiting may ap- 
pear unto all men. 

BRETHREN, commissioned by 
the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, to feed the sheep and nourish 
the /ambs of his fold, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. To 
you it is given to watch over, and 
lead the flock in paths of righteous- 
ness and peace, and administer to 
them the bread of life. To you, 
their eyes are directed for an ex- 
ample of perseverance, faith, pa- 
tience and charity—and it is con- 
fidently believed that the vast im- 
portance of that gospel which it 
is your delightful task to proclaim, 
will at all times admonish you to 
walk blameless before the world. 

Keep always before you the lu- 
minous example of Christ, and like 
him, let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 


~ aye 


Oy ae. Soe — aa 





~ OF ie oe 


‘ ee. 


yng i, ge 
ethene ee one 
b. . 


sh ee 4 
mht tie tility 


as Tew 
ag a 
oe 2) 


eR rk ries) 
Porat 











———e er SC S:—~—~— 
= ww 


> 


‘ or 
vo 


¢ 
af :! 
AL. fy 
ea ! 
et 
rh! an, 
i "9 
7. ie ' 
4 ; 
we ‘ei \4 
at P 4 ud 
; bya wile 
? ht 
wt te 
‘ I I 
w ~~ ay 
. | ‘i i 
Bal . 
rm - r 
4h 
’ yet 
; TD 
i by 
; a 
5, RA 
mB | aa 
’ 
P 
mit! 75 
ie mit 
é 4 A 
0 } 
7 i 
i 
‘ 
\ ay: 





———S 


a 





126 Circular Letter. 


works, and glorify God in the day 
of visitation. For your encovrage- 
ment to persevere in evangelical 
faithfulness, you are invited to 
compare the present with the past 
—and reflect that forty years since, 
a solitary individual,* whose me- 
mory we revere, and whose loss 
we deplore, began to scatter the 
hopeful seeds of truth and univer- 
sal grace, along the shores of the 
Atlantic. Although he sowed in 


tears, amidst the storms of perse- 


cution, yet he was preserved by 
heaven to witness a joyful harvest 
as the fruit of his labours ; and like 
Simeon of old, was blessed with a 
peaceful departure, his eyes having 
seen the salvation of God. But we 
now behold the wilderness, blos- 
soming as the rose—From the 
shores of the Atlantic, to the mar- 
gin of the Lakes, Ontario and Erie, 
the doctrine of universal and im- 
partial grace is spreading with a 
rapidity which is truly astonishing 
—and from the banks of the De- 
laware, to the flowing current of 
the Penobscot; as well as along 
the extended plains of the Ohio, 
thousands are rejoicing in the con- 
fidence of God, aS the Saviour of 
all men. 

The doctrine of unmerciful suf- 
fering is losing its influence among 
the sober and reflecting of commu- 
nity, and multitudes are rejoicing 
in the harmony of the divine attri- 
butes. So numerous are the soci- 
eties, West of the Hudson River, 
that it is clearly ascertained that 
the present session of the Con- 
vention has been held in the most 
central and convenient place for a 
general representation. In view 
of these truly encouraging pros- 
pects, you will feel under renewed 
obligations to increase your dili- 
gence in extending the knowledge 
of salvation to those who are still 
in darkness, and are bound down 


———— 





® Rev, John Mutrar. 








under superstition and prejudice 
with the cords of worse than iron 
bondage. 

In the faithful discharge of your 
public duties, you will doubtless 
be assailed by the foul breath of 
slander. For even the great Apos- 
tle and High Priest of our profes. 
sion suffered such indignities in the 
days of his flesh: and if thev have 
done these things in the green tree, 
what shall they do in the dry? 
Equip yourselves then, brethren, 
with the whole armour of right- 
eousness, that you may be able to 
maintain and defend the truth, 
through evil, as well as through 
good report. Were it consistent 
with your high calling in the mi- 
nistry of reconciliation to pamper 
the pride of designing men, or to 
give encouragement to a system of 
malignant partiality, you might 
indeed enjoy the momentary gra- 
tification of being caressed and ap- 
plauded by such as love the praise 
of men, more than the praise of 
God: But such a repast for the 
mind, would be like the dreams of 
an hungry man, who imagines 
himself as feasting upon the rich 
dainties of a luxuriant board, and 
behold, he is waked from his slunt- 
bers, and his soul is famishing for 
want of bread! 

Your true interest is therefore 
inseparably conjoined with faith- 
fulness in the administration of 
the Gospel, wherever the wisdom 
of divine Providence may direct 
you in the duties of your calling. — 
Let it be your invariable purpose 
then, to maintain that true dignity, 
which in the character of the Sa- 
viour, was coupled with unalloyed 
humility, and which shed an un- 
fading lustre around all the actions 
of his life. Bear in constant re- 
membrance your dependence upon 
him who hath cast your lot in the 
vineyard of Christ; and let this 
consideration remind you of the 


importance of secret. and frequen: 
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intercourse With that exalted Be- 
ing, who seeth in secret, and who 
will bless you with an open re- 
ward. 

Fiaally, Brethren, be ministers 
of Christ, in word and in deed; let 
the patience of the glorious Re- 
deemer shine in your example; Le 
zealous in the defence of the gos- 
pel; diligent in seeking out the 
hidden treasures of revelation; 
watchful for an opportunity to pro- 
mote the prosperity of Zion, and 
faithful in the cause of universal 
benevolence; till the captain of 
salvation shall call you from the 
fields of labour in time, to mingle 
with the church triumphant in 
heaven. 

We esteem it our privilege to 
address a few remarks to all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ, with- 
out regard to sectarian names. To 
us there is but one God, whio is 
the Father of all; and one Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath once ap- 
peared to put away sin by the sac- 
rifice of himself, and to lead the 
wandering and benighted children 
of our Heavenly Father to the 
Zion of rest, the habitation of un- 
interrupted enjoyment. ‘To share 
his benignant smiles, to taste the 
riches of his grace, to enjoy the 
mild and peaceful influence of his 
truth, and to feel the expanding 
power of his love, has been your 
exalted privilege, and remains to 
be the theme of your gratitude 
and joy. 

While you reflect upon the in- 
estimable blessings, which flow 
through a confidence in the good- 
ness and mercy of God, can you 
hesitate for one moment upon the 
propriety and importance of re- 
commending the same unfathoma- 
bie ocean of love to the confidence 
of all that intelligent family, of 
which you constitute a part? Is it 
possible that you can indulge a 
tumorous reluctance from the ap- 
prehension that it would Joosen 








the bands of moral obligation, and 
endanger the peace of society? 
Has a confidence in the friendship 
of heaven produced a relaxation of 

our desires to promote the honor 
of God or the welfare of his crea- 
tures? If not, such a decision is 
evidently incompatible with the 
lessons of your own experience - 
nor is this all; it is equally incon- 
zruous with thetplain testimony of 
inspiration—“ We love him be- 
cause he first loved us.” 

If it were dangerous to recom- 
mend the love of God to sinners, 
why did he send his Son into the 
world to testify his benevolence ? 


Why did God reveal his plan of 


salvation by grace? Why did he 
assert his design to reconcile all 
things unto himself? And why did 
the angel proclaim “ glad tidings 
of great joy unto all people” at the 
birth of Christ? A little calm re- 
fiection must aflord evidence to 
you that the only way to induce 
sinners to forsake the path of ini- 
quity, is to convince them of the 
goodness of God, which leadeth to 
repentance. This truth, being es- 
tablished upon the most rational 
and conclusive evidence; we en- 
tertain the hope that you will con- 
tribute to promote its dissemina- 
tion, for the honour of God, and 
for the reformation and happiness 
of his rational offspring. 

After entreating the wicked to 
forsake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts, and te 
turn unto the Lord who will have 
mercy—and earnestly recommend: 
ing to the rising generation, the 
practice of faith and every virtue: 

We affectionately commend the 
several classes addressed, with all 
the family of man, to the mercy 
and grace of God, invoking on 
them the endless blessings of Him 
who died, and rose, and reigns in 
cloudless Glory. 

By order of the Convention, 

DAVID PICKERING; 
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FROM THE (BOSTON) UNIVERSALIST MAGA- 
ZINE. 


ACROSTIC. 


Jesvs, the Saviour from death and from sin, 

E’en tidings, glad tidings, to sinners did bring ; 

Salvation, redemption, through faith in his 
name— 

Unchangeable love from our God did pro- 
claim, 

Saying peace on the carth and good will to- 
ward men. 


Come, then, brother Christians, who love 
the whole truth, ES: 

Have regard to the morals instill’d in your 
youth ; 

Return from the path in which sinners will 
run, 

In reading and keeping the words of the 
Son— 

So let all your light so shine from the word, 

That men by beholding may glorify God. 

G. 





SELECTED. 


The following Ode was written by a Lady 
in the north of England, who for many 
years had been oppressed with a hopeless 
consumption: It is unnecessary to speak 
of its beauties to the reader who possesses 
taste and sensibility, 


ODE TO SICKNESS. 


Nor to the rosy Maid, whom former hours 

Beheld me fondly covet, tune I now 

‘The melancholy lyre: No more | seek 

Thy aid, Hyeera! sought so long in vain, 

But *tis to thee, O Sickness, ’tis to thee 

3 wake the silent strings—Accept the lay. 

Thou art no tyrant,warring the fierce scourge 

O’er unresisting victims; but a nymph 

Of mild, though mournful mien, Upon thy 
brow 

Patience sits smiling ; and whose heavy eye, 

Tho’ moist with tears, is always fix’d on 
heaven. 

‘Thou wrap’st the world in gloom, but thou 
canst tell 

©f worlds where all is sunshine—and at 
length, 

When through this vale of sorrow, thou hast 
led 

With many a smile of promise, thy pale hand 

Unlocks the bowers of everlasting rest ; 

Where Death’s kind angel waits to dry their 
tears, 

And crown them with his amaranthine 
flowers. 


Yet [have known thee long, and I have felt 
All that thou hast of sorrow. Many a tear 
Has fall’n on my cold cheek ; and many a sigh 
Call’d forth by thee, has swell’d my aching 

breast : 
Yet still I bless thee, O thou chastening 
wer! 


For ody bless thee! Thou hast taught my 








To rest upon ITSELF ; to look beyond 
The narrow bound of time, and fix its hopes 
On the sure basis of eternity. 


Meanwhile, ev’n in this transitory scene 
Of what hast thou depriv’d me ? “Has the 
hand , 
Clos’d up the book of knowledge ? drawn a 
veil 
O’er the fair face of nature ; or destroyed 
The tender pleasures of domestic Jife ? 
Ah no—’tis thine to call forth in the heart 
Each better feeling ; thou awakenest there 
That unconfin’d philanthrophy, which feels 
For all th’ unhappy—that warm sympathy, 
Which, casting every selfish care aside, 
Finds its own bliss in seeing others blest 
That melancholy temper, yet sublime, 
Which, feeling all the nothingness of earth, 
Exalts the soul to heaven, and more than 
these, 
That pure devotion, which, ev’n in the honr 
Of agonizing pain, can fill the eyes 
With tears of extacy—such tears, perhaps, 
As angels love to shed. 


These are thy gifts, O Sickness! These to 

me 

Thou hast vouchsafed, and taught me how 
to prize. 

Shall my soul shrink from ought thou hast 
ordain’d ? 

Shall I e’er envy the luxurious train, 

Around whose path prosperity has strown 

Her gilded toys? Ah, let them still pursue 

The shining trifles ; never shall they know 

Such pure and holy pleasures as await 

The heart refined by suffering. Not to 
them 

Does Faney sing her wild, romantic song : 

°Tis not for them her glowing hand un 
draws 

The sacred veil that hides th’ angelic world, 

They hear not, in the music of the wind, 

Celestial voices, that, in whispers sweet, 

Call to the fowers—the young and bashfi 
flowers ! 

They see not, at the shadowy hour of eve, 

Descending spirits, who, on silver wing 

Glide through the air, and to their harps di- 
vine 

Sing, in soft notes the vesper hymn of 
praise ; 

Or, young for a moment, as they turn 

Their rapid eyes on this polluted scene, 

Drop on their golden harps a pitying tear. 


Prosperity ! I eount thy gifts no more: 
Not thine, O fair Hygeia! Yet to thee 
1 breathe one fervent prayer; attend the 
strain. 
If, for my faded brow, thy hand prepare 
Some future wreath, let me the gift resign: 
Transfer the rosy garland ; bid it bloom 
Around the temples of that friend beloved, 
On whose maternal bosom, even now, 
I lay my aching head! and, asI mark 
The smile that plays upon her speaking 
face, 
Borget that ever I have shed a tear! 
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